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Znvironmental  Scientists 


235  West  Central  Street,  Nanc/c,  Massachusetts  01760    (617)  651-3401 


lay   29,     1987 


Ms.  Elizabeth  Vizza 
The  Halvorson  Company,  Inc. 
161  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA   02115-3050 

Re:   American  Legion  Playground 
East  Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Ms.  Vizza: 

Enclosed  please  find  several  pictures  and  your  copy  of  the  site 
sketch,  which  have  been  marked  to  provide  visual  clarification 
of  concrete  retaining  walls  in  the  American  Legion  Playground 
(the  Park).   The  Park  is  bounded  to  the  south  by  East  Eagle 
Street,  the  west  by  Glendon  Street,  and  the  north  and  east  by 
Condor  Street.   The  retaining  walls  inspected  include  those 
bordering  the  park  adjacent  to  East  Eagle  and  Glendon  Streets 
and  those  associated  with  spectator  stands  located  in  the 
southern  and  southeastern  portions  of  the  Park.   The  topography 
of  the  Park  slopes  abruptly  from  30  feet  National  Geodetic 
Vertical  Datum  (NGVD)  to  20  feet  NGVD  at  the  southwestern 
portion  of  the  Park  and  remains  relatively  level  at  20  feet 
NGVD  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  Park.   It  is  assumed  that 
the  Park  was  graded  to  accommodate  the  baseball  diamond  and 
outfields 


Several  attempts  to  repair  the  surface  spalling,  cracking  and 
deterioration  appear  to  have  been  made  in  the  past.   Due  to  the 
nature  of  the  deterioration,  surface  repairs  to  the  spectator 
stands,  retaining  walls,  and  stairs  would  be  recommended. 
These  repairs  would  include  sand  blasting  to  remove  old  paint 
and  dirt,  treating  exposed  metal  rebar  and  applying  cement, 
admixture  cement  or  plaster  coating.   Ideally,  the  failing 
concrete  retaining  walls  should  be  demolished  and  replaced 
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properly.   Since  the  walls  are  currently  serving  the  purpose 
for  which  they  were  designed,  it  may  be  more  appropriate  to 
repair  surface  deterioration  where  necessary  and  replace  the 
walls  once  they  have  failed  entirely.   There  is  little  that  can 
be  done  to  the  walls  which  would  correct  what  has  already 
occurred.   To  retard  further  tilting  and  failure  of  the 
retaining  walls  throughout  the  Park,  it  is  recommended  that 
drainage  weep  holes  be  bored  in  the  walls  at  key  structural 
locations . 

The  above  recommendations  are  based  on  a  brief  site 
inspection.   A  structural  engineer  should  be  consulted  to 
locate  the  weep  holes  and  fully  assess  the  condition  of  the 
surface  concrete  and  retaining  walls. 

Please  contact  me  if  you  have  any  guestions. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Richard  D.  Mansfield 

Project  Environmental  Engineer 
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Site  Photograph  1 
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Site  Photograph  2 

Inappropriate  use  of 
parkland  -  corner 
fenced  off  for  use 
by  Public  Works 
Department  trailer. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Retaining  wall  spalling 
Build-up  of  soil  in 
entry  to  bleachers. 


Site 

Photograph  5 

Circulation    through 

site 

impeded   by   stock- 

pile 

of    infield  mix. 

Site  Photograph  6 

Playground. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  7 

1.  Failure  of  retaining 
wall  behind  3rd   base 
dugout.   Joint  failed 
but  remainder  of  wall 
intact . 

2.  Spalling  of  concrete 
due  to  poor  quality 
pour,  weather  and  age. 
All  of  stands  and  re- 
taining walls  show  some 
signs  of  deterioration. 


Site  Photograph  8 

1.  Failure  of  joint  near 
right  field  wall  and 
stands  entrance. 

2.  Right  field  retaining 
wall  tilted  15-20° 
from  vertical. 
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Site  Photograph  9 

i.  Failure  of  joint  near 
stairs  and  wall  on  East 
Eagle  Street. 

2,  Retaining  wall  tilted 
20-30°  from  vertical. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  American  Legion  Playground 

Location:  Condor  and  Glendon  Streets 

Acreage:  3.38  A 

Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


American  Legion  Playground  is  a  square  park  defined  by  Condor,  Glendon  and 
East  Eagle  Streets.  The  park  has  been  cut  deeply  into  a  former  slope  from  Eagle 
Street  The  grade  is  retained  by  two  concrete  walls,  concrete  bleachers,  and 
granite  paving  rip-rap.  The  park  is  developed  with  a  large  baseball  field,  basket- 
ball and  tennis  courts  and  a  playground  along  the  edges.  A  recreational  building 
(now  boarded  up)  is  located  at  the  northeast  comer.  A  small  Public  Works 
Department  trailer  is  situated  in  a  fenced-off  comer  of  the  park.  Sunt)unding  land 
uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  paric-built  elements  are  in  good  condition  except  for  some  sections 
of  fencing,  apparently  damaged  by  cars,  and  two  sections  of  concrete  wall  which 
are  failing.  One  bleacher  and  two  benches  are  in  poor  condition.  The  basketball 
and  tennis  courts  are  in  fair  condition.  The  baseball  infield  and  backstop  are  in 
good  condition.  However,  the  outfield  is  in  fair  condition  and  damaged  by  cars 
and  dirt  bikes  which  have  been  driven  across  the  field.  The  playground  is  in  very 
good  condition.  The  two  site  trees  are  in  fair  to  poor  condition  and  appear  to  be 
vandalized.  The  grass  has  been  damaged  by  vehicles.  The  building  has  been 
vandalized  and  is  also  in  need  of  roof  repair. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


At  present,  American  Legion  Playground  is  deteriorated  and  barren-looking. 
With  the  exception  of  the  playground  and  some  other  site  improvements,  many 
structures  need  repair,  particularly  the  retaining  wall,  which  needs  immediate 
attention.  The  park's  barreimess  could  be  gready  alleviated  with  the  addition  of 
plantings,  particularly  on  the  rip-rapped  slope  and  along  other  peripheral  grassy 
areas. 

Uncontrolled  vehicular  access  has  resulted  in  damage  to  die  grass  as  well  as 
burning  and  abandoning  of  vehicles  in  the  park. 


The  location  of  the  utility  trailer  surrounded  by  chain-link  fence  topped  with  wire 
is  an  eyesore  and  an  inappropriate  park  use.  Its  relocation  should  be  a  primary 
concern  for  park  restoration.  The  brick  recreation  building  is  architecturally  very 
pleasing.  If  it  were  renovated  and  re-opened,  it  could  play  a  focal  role  in  die 
park's  landscape  and  use. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 
Site  Name:  American  Legion  Playground 
Location:   Condor  and  Glendon  Streets 
Acreage:   3.38  A       Site  Type:  Playground 


No. 


EB-1 


Site  Description: 


American  Legion  Playground  is  a  square  park 
defined  by  Condor,  Glendon  and  East  Eagle 
Streets.  The  park  has  been  cut  deeply  into  a 
former  slope  from  Eagle  Street.  The  grade  is 
retained  by  two  concrete  walls,  concrete 
bleachers,  and  granite  paving  rip-rap.  Ihe  park 
is  developed  with  a  large  basebeill  field, 
basketball  and  tennis  courts  and  playground  along 
the  edges.  A  recreational  building  (new  boarded 
1:5))  is  located  at  the  northeast  comer.  A  small 
Public  Works  Department  trailer  is  sited  in  a 
fenced-off  comer  of  the  park.  Surrounding  land 
uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


^ 


Major  Site  Issues: 


') 


Most  standard  park  built  elements  are   in  good 
condition  except  for  scane  sections  of  fencing, 
apparently  damaged  by  cars,  and  two  sections  of 
concrete  wall  which  are  failing.  One  bleacher 
and  two  benches  are  in  poor  condition.  The 
basketball  and  tennis  courts  are  in  fair 
condition.  The  baseball  infield  and  backstc^  are 
in  good  condition.  Hovever,  the  outfield  is  in 
fair  condition  and  damaged  by  cars  and  dirt  bikes 
v*iich  are  driven  across  the  field.  The 
playground  is  in  very  good  condition.  The  two 
site  trees  are  in  fair  to  poor  condition  and 
appear  to  be  vandalized.  The  grass  has  been 
damaged  by  vehicles.  The  building  hcis  been 
vandalized,  and  is  also  in  need  of  roof  repair. 

At  present,  American  Legion  Playground  is 
deteriorated  and  barren-looking.  With  the 
exception  of  the  playground  and  scame  other  site 
inprovements  many  structures  need  repair, 
particularly  the  retaining  wall  v^ch  needs 
immediate  attention.  The  park's  barrenness  coiald 
be  greatly  alleviated  with  the  addition  of 
plantings,  particularly  on  the  rip-rapped  slope 
cind  along  other  peripheral  grassed  areas. 

Uncontrolled  vehicular  access  has  resulted  in 
damage  to  the  grass  as  well  as  burning  and 
abandoning  of  vehicles  in  the  park. 


The  location  of  the  utility  trailer  surrounded  by 
chain  link  fence  topped  with  wire  is  an  eyesore 
and  an  inappropriate  park  use.  Its  re-location 
should  be  a  primary  concern  for  park 
restoration.  The  brick  recreation  building  is 
architecturally  very  pleasing.  If  it  were 
renovated  and  re-opened,  it  could  play  a  focal 
role  in  the  park's  landscape  and  use. 
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Site  Type:^i^i/<^ 
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Evaluation  Team:-'^^  ^  ^^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  ^4  I4g)"7  ^^m^ 
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Site 

Photograph  1 

Stone 

monument  behind 

fence 

in  area  to  left. 

Pile 

of  topsoil  to 

right 

Site 

Photograph  2 

View 

eastwards  through 

park 

showing  pedestrian 

access  through.         ' 

Benches  and  shade  trees. 

Grass  poor  on  either 

side 

at  entrance. 
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Site  Photograph  3 

f 

Grass  patchy  along 
edges. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Decorative  fence  in 
need  of  repair. 
Memorial  painted. 
Some  trees  need 
straightening  most 
likely  damaged  by 
storms.   Edges  of  grass 
need  improved  mainten- 
ance. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Park  well  used  by  the 
elderly  and  children. 
Neighborhood  volunteer 
reportedly  training 
Wisteria  along. 


Site 

Photograph 

6 

Grass 

needs    to   be 

removed    from  around 

base   ( 

3f   benches. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Brophy  Park 

Location:  Webster,  Sumner  and  Lamson  Streets 

Acreage:  0.69  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Brophy  Park  is  a  small,  sloping  rectangular  park  bordered  by  Sumner,  Seaver, 
Lamson  and  Webster  Streets.  Diagonal  concrete  paths  cross  the  green  and  there 
are  numerous  benches  alongside  them.  The  outside  of  the  green  is  enclosed  by  an 
ornamental  iron  fence.  Two  boulders  with  bronze  commemorative  plaques  are 
located  at  the  north  and  south  ends.  The  park  has  recendy  been  planted  with 
linden  and  flowering  trees.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  standard  park-built  elements,  benches,  and  paving  are  in  good  overall 
condition.  The  iron  fence  is  in  fair  condition,  needing  replacement  of  iron 
ornamentation.  The  commemorative  boulders  are  both  vandalized.  One  has  been 
painted  and  the  plaque  on  the  other  has  been  removed.  The  trees  are  mostly  in 
fair  condition  although  many  are  leaning,  apparently  firom  storms.  Some  small 
areas  of  lawn  are  brown  and  need  restoration. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Brophy  Park,  in  its  design  and  location  within  a  block  of  houses,  can  best  be 
described  as  a  town  common  or  green.  The  diagonal  circulation  and  seating  is 
well  laid  out  to  serve  this  purpose.  The  major  weakness  of  the  space  is  the 
haphazard  placement  and  choice  of  trees.  This  element  of  the  park's  design 
should  be  studied  in  order  to  determine  a  redesign  that  allows  the  trees  to  act  more 
strongly  as  a  unifying  component  of  the  space.  Renovation  of  the  grass,  particu- 
larly along  the  inside  edge  of  the  fence,  will  also  improve  the  park's  appearance. 
Consideration  might  be  given  to  relocation  of  the  commemorative  boulders  to  a 
more  central  and  focal  place  in  the  park. 
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Neighbortiood:     East  Bc3ston 

Site  Name:     Brophv  Park 

Location:     Webster,   Sianiner  and  Lainson  Streets 

Acreage:        0.69  A  Site  Type:     Square 


No. 


EB-2 


Site  Etescription: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Brophy  Park  is  a  small,  sloping  rectangular  park 
bounded  by  Sumner,  Seaver,  Lamson  and  Webster 
Streets.  Diagonal  concrete  paths  cross  the  green 
and  there  are  numerous  benches  alongside  them. 
The  outside  of  the  green  is  enclosed  by  an 
ornamental  iron  fence.  Two  boulders  with  bronze 
commemorative  plaques  are  located  at  the  north 
and  south  ends.  The  park  has  recently  been 
planted  with  Lindens  and  flowering  trees. 
Residential  land  uses  surround  the  park. 

The  standard  park  built  elements,  benches  and 
paving,  are  in  good  overall  condition.  The  iron 
fence  is  in  fair  condition,  needing  replacement 
of  iron  ornamentation.  The  commemorative 
boulders  are  both  vandalized.  One  has  been 
painted  and  the  other's  plaque  has  been  removed. 
The  trees  are  mostly  in  fair  condition  although 
many  are  leaning,  apparently  from  storms.  Some 
small  areas  of  lawn  are  brown  and  need 
restoration. 

Brophy  Park,  in  its  design  aixi  location  within  a 
block  of  houses,  can  best  be  described  as  a  town 
common  or  green.  The  diagonal  circulation  and 
seating  is  well  laid  out  to  serve  this  purpose. 
Ihe  major  weakness  of  the  space  is  the  haphazard 
placement  and  choice  of  trees.  This  element  of 
the  park's  design  should  be  studied  in  order  to 
determine  a  redesign  that  allows  the  trees  to  act 
more  strongly  as  a  unifying  ccaiponent  of  the 
space.  Renovation  of  the  grass,  particularly 
along  the  inside  edge  of  the  fence,  will  also 
inprove  the  park's  appearance.  Consideration 
might  be  given  to  relocation  of  the  boulder 
monuments  to  a  more  central  and  focal  place  in 
the  park. 
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PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  EA-6T"  gO'SyrPM 

Site  Name;  Pe.catuk>  ^  /a£>i^ipiah  Site  Type:  fe<i  ;€1^,L 

Location:  pecArufz.  ^  /A&g-iPiAh4.      Acreage:   >^A 

Evaluation  Teain:^f=-^^tt^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:   ^Uj^'  57  -^^i^ia/vm 


SITE  NO. 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^£^iMvdiAX^  .^>^t^(/yJT^kk^L~ 


Site  Plan 


London  Street 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Simple  pedestrian 
system  through  site 
with  benches,  trees 
and  grass. 


Site 

Photograph  2 

Trees 

growing  well    in 

generous   growing                     1 

space 

Site  Photograph  3 

Entrance  through  site 
from  London/Decatur 
intersection. 
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p. 3 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Grass  worn  by  traffic 
across  site  from 
London  Street. 


^1 

1 

1 

Site  Photograph  5 

Prominant  corner  of 
site  needs  stronger 
planting  of  evergreens 
to  diminish  presence 
of  fencing  and  to 
provide  more  attractive 
seating  area. 
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Site  Photograph  6 

Edge  of  grass  eroded  by 
foot  traffic. 


Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Decatur  and  Meridian  Park 

Location:  Decatur  and  Meridian  Streets 

Acreage:  0.3  A 

Site  Type:  Passive  Park 


Site  Description: 


Decatur  and  Meridian  Park  is  an  irregularly  shaped  park  at  the  abutment  of  the 
tunnel  entrance  at  Decatur,  London  and  Meridian  Streets.  The  park  is  very  simply 
designed,  consisting  of  a  lawn  with  scattered  trees  and  benches.  The  Callahan 
Tunnel  abutment  moves  diagonally  across  the  southern  half  of  the  site.  Residen- 
tial, commercial,  and  transportation  uses  of  land  surround  the  park. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  benches  and  paving  are  in  good  condition.  AH  the  trees  are  in  good  condi- 
tion, although  in  need  of  pruning.  The  lawn  is  worn  in  areas  and  has  depressions. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


» 


*. 


The  walls  of  the  tunnel  entrance  visually  dominate  the  southern  comer  of  Decatur 
and  Meridian  Park,  and  the  location  of  protective  chain-link  fencing  in  front  of  the 
abutment  walls  aeates  dead  space  that  is  very  difficult  to  maintain.  Relocation  of 
the  fence  on  top  of  the  abutment  would  facilitate  maintenance  and  expand  the  size 
of  the  site.  This  prominent  southern  comer  of  the  site  needs  a  stronger  planting  of 
evergreens  to  diminish  the  presence  of  wall  and  fencing  as  well  as  to  provide  a 
more  attractive  sitting  area. 

The  presence  of  a  desire  line,  or  undesignated  path,  through  the  park  suggests  the 
need  for  an  additional  walk  or  fencing  to  preclude  short-cut  circulation  across  the 
site.  The  grass  needs  to  be  reseeded,  and  some  areas  need  to  be  filled  where 
settlement  has  occurred.  There  are  no  trash  receptacles  available. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  [Jecatur  and  Meridian 

Location:  Decatur  and  Meridian  Streets 

Acreage:   0.3  A        Site  Type:  Passive  Park 


No. :  EB-3 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Decatur  and  Meridian  is  an  irregularly  shaped 
park  at  the  abutment  of  the  tunnel  entrance  at 
Decatur,  London  and  Meridian  Streets.  The  park 
is  very  siirply  designed,  consisting  of  a  lawn 
with  scattered  trees  and  benches.  Ihe  Ccillahan 
Tunnel  abutment  moves  diagonally  across  the 
southern  half  of  the  site.  Residential, 
commercial,  and  transportation  uses  surround  the 
park. 

The  benches  and  paving  are  in  good  condition. 
All  the  trees  are  in  good  condition  although  in 
need  of  pruning.  The  lawn  is  worn  in  areas  and 
has  depressions. 

The  walls  of  the  tunnel  entrance  visually 
dominate  the  southern  comer  of  Decatur  and 
Meridian,  and  the  location  of  protective  chain 
link  fencing  in  front  of  the  abutment  walls 
creates  dead  space  that  is  very  difficult  to 
maintain.  Re-location  of  the  fence  on  top  of  the 
abutment  would  facilitate  maintenance  and  ejqpand 
the  size  of  the  site.  This  prominent  southern 
comer  of  the  site  needs  a  stronger  planting  of 
evergreens  to  diminish  the  presence  of  wall  and 
fencing  as  well  as  provide  a  more  attractive 
sitting  area. 

The  presence  of  a  desire  line,  or  undesignated 
path,  through  the  park  suggests  the  need  for  an 
additional  walk  or  fencing  to  preclude  short-cut 
circulation  across  the  site.  The  grass  needs  to 
be  reseeded,  and  some  areas  need  to  be  filled 
vstiere  settlement  has  occurred.  There  are  no_ 
trash  receptacles  available  for  visitors. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  gA^r  g'O^TDM 
>  Site  Name;   ^A/gr  gogr^si  nvcnv. -^r.  Site  Type:  plOvi  ]v6C 
Location:  p^o^rr^Jiz.  ^-fi^^E^-y-  Acreage:   nc/"?  A, 

Evaluation  Tesum^T^  ^\f  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  ^x  t)~7  ^uiit 


SITE  NO 


ill  valuation  uaxe:  ^^'^cl^  ^     '-tuia.vua 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:    Ai^^po^^       J 

Site  Plan 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 


New  tree  plantings. 
Part  of  site  improvement 
program. 


Site  Photograph  2 


Mature  tree  line  along 
edge  of  site  helps  to 
screen  road  from  park. 
Carrying  mowed  lawn  up  to 
edge  of  property  would 
improve  visual  quality 
of  park. 
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Site  Photograph  3 
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fflOv 

Wading   Pool   and   passive 
use   area.      Good   stand 
of   mature    trees. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

View  back  towards  park 
entrance  showing 
dominance  of  site  by 
overpass. 
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Site  Photograph  5 

Memorial   plaque    on   side 
of   stadium  and   evidence 
of   vandalism. 
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Site  Photograph  6 

Pedestrian  and  vehicular 
access  to  tennis  courts. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 


View  of  stadium  with 
running  track  and 
football  in  front. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Poor  percolation  on 
football  field  and 
grass  in  need  of 
improvement . 


Site  Photograph  9 

Lawn  with  row  of  trees 
to  screen  park  from 
highway . 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  East  Boston  Memorial  Stadium 

Location:  Porter  Street 

Acreage:  17.67  A 

Site  Type:  Playfield 


-^ 


Site  Description: 


East  Boston  Memorial  Stadium  is  a  large,  elongated  area  of  playing  fields  entirely 
surrounded  by  Logan  Airport  access  highways.  It  is  remote  from  nearby  residen- 
tial areas.  The  access  road  and  parking  are  disorganized  and  entry  into  the  park  is 
not  easily  visible.  The  northern  portion  of  the  park  has  softball  and  baseball 
fields.  In  the  center  there  is  a  massive,  concrete  stadium,  which  is  the  focal  point 
of  the  park.  It  faces  a  football  field  and  a  paved  track.  To  the  south  are  a  little 
league  field  and  tennis  courts.  A  wading  spray  pool  is  located  to  the  west  of  the 
stadium.  The  park  has  extensive  plantings  of  mature  shade  trees  which  provide  a 
pleasant  screen  to  the  congested  and  noisy  airport  beyond. 


Condition  Assessments: 


i-r 


The  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  generally  good  condition,  except  for  the 
drinking  fountains  and  a  few  benches.  Half  of  the  bleachers  are  in  fair  to  good 
condition  and  half  are  in  poor  condition.  The  baseball  and  little  league  fields  are 
being  renovated.  The  grassy  areas  in  general  seem  to  have  poor  water  percola- 
tion. Some  lawn  areas  are  in  fair  to  good  condition,  however  large  areas  of  the 
baseball/softball  outfields  are  in  poor  condition  because  of  inadequate  drainage. 
The  football  field  is  in  very  poor  condition  because  of  poor  water  percolation. 
The  tennis  courts  need  resurfacing  and  new  fencing.  The  spray  pool  is  in  fair 
condition.  The  trees  are  mosdy  in  good  condition  except  for  recently  installed 
tree  plantings,  which  are  leaning.  All  of  the  trees  need  maintenance.  The  park  is 
scheduled  for  renovation  by  the  city. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  location  of  East  Boston  Memorial  Stadium  is  remote  and  largely  hidden. , 
Consideration  should  be  given  to  the  development  of  a  stronger  park-like  pres- 
ence, which  can  be  created  by  planting  up  to  Porter  Street   Within  the  park, 
vehicular  circulation  and  parking  need  to  be  organized.  Large  paved  areas  of 
bituminous  concrete  confront  the  visitor.  The  edge  of  the  parking  area  is  lined 
with  a  haphazard  array  of  blocks,  curbs,  bollards,  etc.  Another  means  of  vehicu- 
lar control  would  be  a  better  alternative,  visually  and  functionally.  Cars  have 
apparently  been  driven  between  the  stones,  which  has  damaged  turf. 

The  remote  location  of  this  park  and  its  proximity  to  the  airport  call  into  question 
its  usability,  safe  access,  and  potential  to  serve  a  residential  neighborhood. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  East  Boston  Menxarial  Stadium 

Location:  Porter  Street 

Acreage:   17.67  A      Site  Type:  Playfield 


No. 


EB-4 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


>' 


East  Boston  Memorial  Stadium  is  a  large  elongated 
area  of  playing  fields  entirely  surrounded  by 
Logan  Airport  access  highways.  It  is  remote  from 
nearby  residential  areas.  Ihe  access  road  and 
par]cing  are  disorganized  and  entry  into  the  park 
is  unannounced.  The  northern  portion  of  the  park 
has  Softball  and  baseball  fields.  In  the  center 
is  a  massive  concrete  stadium  v^iich  is  the  focal 
point  of  the  park.  It  faces  a  football  field  and 
a  paved  track.  To  the  south  are  a  little  league 
field  and  tennis  courts.  A  wading  spray  pool  is 
located  to  the  west  of  the  stadium.  The  park  has 
extensive  plantings  of  mature  shade  trees  which 
provide  a  pleasant  screen  to  the  congested  and 
noisy  airport  beyond. 

The  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  generally 
good  condition,  except  for  drinking  fountains  and 
a  few  benches.  Half  of  the  bleachers  are  in  fair 
to  good  condition  and  half  are  in  poor  condition. 
The  baseball  and  little  league  fields  are  being 
renovated.  The  grassed  arecis  in  general  seem  to 
have  poor  water  percolation.  Some  lawn  areas  are 
in  fair  to  good  condition,  however  large  areas  of 
the  baseball/softball  outfields  are  in  poor 
condition  because  of  inadequate  drainage.  The 
football  field  is  in  very  poor  condition  because 
of  poor  water  percolation.  The  tennis  courts 
need  resurfacing  and  new  fencing.  The  spray  pool 
is  in  fair  condition.  The  trees  are  mostly  in 
good  condition  except  for  recently  installed  tree 
plantings  v*iich  ai^  leaning.  All  need 
maintenance.  The  park  is  scheduled  for 
renovation  by  the  City. 

The  location  of  East  Boston  Iferoorial  Stadium  is 
remote  and  largely  hidden.  Consideration  should 
be  given  to  development  of  a  stronger  park-like 
presence  with  planting  up  to  Porter  Street. 
Within  the  park,  vehicular  circulation  and 
parking  need  to  be  organized.  Large  areas  of 
bituminous  concrete  confront  the  visitor.  The 
edge  of  the  parking  area  is  lined  with  a 
haf±iazard  array  of  blocks,  curbs,  bollards,  etc. 
Another  means  of  vehicular  control  would  be  a 
better  alternative  visually  and  functionally. 
Cars  drive  between  the  stones  and  damage  turf. 


r 


<r 


The  poor  drainage  evident  in  many  cireas  of  the 
park  is  largely  due  to  inadequate  percolation  of 
water  and  needs  further  evaluation.  An 
insufficient  maintenance  effort  has  resulted  in 
many  peripiieral  areas  being  unrocwn  and  much  weed 
grcwth  among  the  trees. 

The  remote  location  of  this  park  and  its 
proximity  to  the  airport  calls  into  question  its 
useability,  safe  access,  and  potential  to  serve  a 
residential  neit^iborhood. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  tkbr  e>o^rot^ 

Site  Name:  UoMPota  ^  oscMnjtg-  ^T.T?^Site  Type:   PUvj U+- 


^& 


SITE  NO. 


Location:  UDK4ti>oM  g  pecATU^^       Acreage:    .S  X 
Evaluation  Team:  ^P  ^^Mh Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  ^.31,^7 5^uuuJa 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  l^^uf^vtfx^l  .  /lJ>vv.v>'^;/^;ubU 


Site  Plan 
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Decatur  Street 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Portion  of  park  behind 
apartment  buildings. 
Bench  in  center  and 
bench  to  left  destroyed 
by  a  vehicle. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Callahan  Tunnel  ventila- 
tion tower  dominates 
site  to  left.   Shows  how 
evergreen  trees  are  an 
effective  screen  plant, 
although  pine  trees  will 
lose  their  lower  branchei 
in  maturing. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Large  open  undeveloped 
site  with  few  site 
improvements.   A  strong 
desire  line  to 
basketball  court. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

The  sports  facility  of 
the  park  subsidence 
along  the  near  edge 
makes  court  almost 
unusable. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Benches,  game  tables  and 
trees  the  extent  of 
site  improvements. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Middle  tree  damaged 
at  top.   Needs  pruning 
on  removal. 


'^ 


Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  London  and  Decatur  Street  Pby  Area 

Location:  London  and  Decatur  Streets 

Acreage:  0.5  A 

Site  Type:  Playlot 


J 


Site  Description: 


London  and  Decatur  Street  Play  Area  is  an  irregularly  shaped  park  that  appears 
significantly  larger  than  the  city  plan  indicates.  To  the  west  of  London  Street 
some  of  the  recently  seeded  areas  appear  to  have  been  vacant  lots.  The  site  is 
open  and  minimally  developed,  with  scattered  benches  and  game  tables.  There  is 
a  basketball  court  at  the  edge  of  the  site  on  Liverpool  Street. 

Across  London  Street  there  is  a  small  park  behind  the  Callahan  Tunnel  ventilation 
tower.  This  is  very  similar  in  design  to  Decatur  and  Meridian  Park,  which 
surrounds  the  tunnel  abutment  It  consists  of  a  simple,  half -circle  bituminous 
concrete  path  with  scattered  benches  and  trees.  There  are  residential  and  com- 
mercial land  uses  in  the  neighborhood. 


Condition  Assessments: 


D 


The  condition  of  four  benches  and  the  game  tables  is  good,  although  the  game 
tables  have  been  heavily  painted  with  graffiti.  Four  other  benches  are  destroyed, 
apparently  by  vehicles  being  driven  across  the  park. 

The  basketball  court  is  in  very  poor  condition.  The  surface  is  heaving  badly,  one 
backboard  is  missing  and  the  other  is  badly  bent.  The  trees  are  all  in  fairly  good 
condition  except  for  one  which  had  its  top  blown  off  by  a  storm  and  another 
which  appears  to  have  been  run  over.  The  lawn  in  many  areas  is  very  poor. 
Depressions  need  filling  and  bare  areas  need  to  be  aerated  and  seeded. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


London  and  Decatur  Street  Play  Area  needs  organization.  There  is  no  developed 
circulation  system  or  seating  areas.  Undesignated  paths  cross  the  park.  The 
basketball  court  needs  complete  renovation.   The  park  area  across  the  street 
should  be  considered  together  with  this  park  and  with  Decatur  and  Meridian  Park 
as  one  imit  when  doing  recreation  planning  for  the  neighborhood. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  London  and  Decatur  Street  Play  Area 
Location:  London  and  Decatur  Streets 
Acreage:   0.5  A        Site  Type:  Playlet 


No. 


EB-5 


Site  Description: 


'.^■r' 


Condition  Assessments: 


London  and  Decator  Street  Play  Area  is  an 
irregiilarly  shaped  park  that  appears 
significantly  larger  than  the  City  plan 
indicates.  To  the  west  of  London  Street  some  of 
the  recently  grassed  areas  appear  to  have  been 
vacant  lots.  Ihe  site  is  open  and  minimally 
developed,  with  scattered  benches  and  game 
tables.  There  is  a  basketball  court  at  the  edge 
of  the  site  on  Liverpool  Street. 

Across  London  Street  there  is  a  small  park  behind 
the  Callahan  Tunnel  ventilation  tower  vMch  is 
very  similar  in  design  to  Decatur  and  Meridian 
peirk  which  surrounds  the  tunnel  abutment.  It 
consists  of  a  siitple  half-circle  bituminous 
concrete  path  with  scattered  benches  and  trees. 
There  are  residential  and  commercial  land  uses  in 
the  neii^Tborhood. 

The  condition  of  four  benches  and  the  game  tables 
is  good,  althou*^  the  game  tables  have  been 
heavily  painted  with  graffiti.  Four  other 
benches  are  destroyed,  apparently  by  a  vehicle 
driven  across  the  park. 

The  basketball  court  is  in  very  poor  condition. 
The  surface  is  heaving  badly,  one  backboard  is 
missing  and  the  other  is  badly  bent.  The  trees 
are  all  in  fairly  good  condition  except  for  one 
vhich  had  its  top  blcwn  off  by  a  storm  and 
another  v*iich  appears  to  have  been  run  over.  The 
lawn  in  many  areeis  is  very  poor.  Depressions 
need  filling  and  bare  areas  need  to  be  aerated 
and  seeded. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


London  and  Decatur  Street  Play  Area  needs 
organization.  There  is  no  developed  circulation 
system  or  seating  areas.  Undesignated  paths 
cross  the  park.  The  basketball  court  needs 
ccmplete  renovation.  Developsnent  of  additional 
facilities  should  be  considered  depending  on 
community  need.  The  park  area  across  the  street 
should  be  considered  together  with  this  park  and 
with  Decatur  and  Meridian  as  one  park  unit  when 
doing  recreation  plcinning  for  the  neic^iborhood. 
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UlTY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  £A€?r  BPeroM 
)  Site  Name;  U>Pi=^eeTi   PAj^ki, 
Location:    *oUN>^Me^g  mbvj 

Evaluation  Team:^^  ^M"^ 
Evaluation  Date-,  ^-^l  g)T 
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Site  Type:  PUu^ 
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Acreage:    io.QTA 
Weather  Conditions: 


Surrounding  Land  JJses^^^^M^^^Ww)^  ,  \v^'^n^n^U 


Site  Plan 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Playground  in  poor 
condition.   Safety 
surface  torn  up  and 
burned.   Graffiti. 
One  tire  swing  usable, 
one  missing. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Swings  in  good 
condition,  safety 
surface  in  poor 
condition.   Bark  of 
tree  burned. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Game  tables  vandalized. 
Wall  and  railings 
collapsing  from 
failure  of  seawall. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

View  of  seawall 
looking  southwest. 
Railings  collapsing. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  of  grassed  open 
play  area.   Worn 
patches  of  grass. 
Housing  development 
in  upper  right. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Austrian  Pine  plantings 
nice,  but  suffering 
from  vandalism  and 
lack  of  maintenance. 
Park  benches,  granite 
block  vandalized. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

Basketball  courts  in 
good  condition,  tennis 
courts  beyond  in  good 
condition.   Path  leads 
to  pier. 


Site  Photograph  8 

View  along  Sumner 
Street  showing 
industrial  building 
east  of  park.   Fenced-in 
utility  box  on  sidewalk. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  10 

View  down  boardwalk, 
grassed  play  area  to 
left.   Access  control 
structure  missing 
chain.   Small  cars  can 
get  into  park  past 
scattered  granite 
blocks  and  granite 
bollards. 


Site  Photograph  11 

Boardwalk  and  concrete 
sidewalk  collapsing 
from  failure  of 
seawall.   Boston 
skyline  in  distance. 


Site  Photograph  12 

Walk  failing  because 
of  seawall  failure. 
Trees  vandalized. 
Graffiti. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 
Site  Name:  LoPrcsti  Park 
Location:  Sumner  and  New  Streets 
Acreage:  4.0  A 
Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


LoPresti  Park  is  an  irregularly  shaped  park  on  the  East  Boston  waterfront.  The 
park  is  well  organized  with  basketball  and  tennis  courts  on  the  eastern  edge  and  a 
playground  on  the  western  edge.  A  large  open  green  surrounded  by  plantings  is 
located  in  the  center  of  the  park.  A  pedestrian  promenade  is  located  along  the 
seawall  at  the  harbor  edge.  Two  performance  spaces  with  sitting  areas  are 
provided.  There  is  a  wooden  pier  and  a  boardwalk  for  fishing  and  docking. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  condition  of  the  standard  park-built  elements  varies  considerably.  Many 
elements  appear  badly  damaged  by  vandalism.  The  seawall  is  collapsing  in 
several  places  and  causing  sections  of  paving,  granite  walls,  fencing  and  other 
improvements  to  be  undermined  and  collapse.  Sections  of  dock  decking  have 
been  burned  by  vandals. 


The  sports  facilities  are  in  good  condition.  The  playground  is  in  poor  condition, 
primarily  due  to  vandalism  but  also  caused  by  lack  of  maintenance.  The  safety 
surface  is  torn  up,  burned  and  almost  entirely  non-functional.  The  swings  are  in 
good  condition.  The  remaining  play  structures  are  in  fair  to  poor  condition. 

Some  of  the  trees  are  in  good  condition,  but  most  are  in  fair  to  poor  condition. 
Trees  have  had  their  bark  stripped  and  burned,  and  numerous  guy  wires  have  not 
been  removed.  Crab  apples  are  in  particular  need  of  pruning.  Native  shore 
vegetation  has  established  itself  in  some  areas.  Large  areas  of  turf  are  in  poor 
condition  and  need  renovation. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


LoPresti  Park  offers  a  spectacular,  broad  view  of  the  harbor  and  the  Boston 
skyline.  Qearly,  the  most  urgent  site  issue  for  the  park  is  the  failure  of  the 
seawall  in  several  places,  causing  park  improvements  along  the  harbor  to  collapse 
and  creating  unusable  walkway  areas.  This  condition  is  currently  being  addressed 
by  the  city. 


Vandalism  appears  to  be  a  particular  problem  for  this  park,  significantly  contrib- 
uting to  its  deterioration.  Lack  of  maintenance,  particularly  of  vegetation,  has 
accelerated  this  decline. 

Vehicular  access  control  is  inadequate.  The  chain  of  the  bollard  and  chain  control 
structure  is  missing,  and  granite  blocks  have  been  placed  across  the  entrance. 
Nevertheless,  small  cars  can  still  enter  the  park. 


VI- 11 


i-^ 


3.jn 


Neii^Tboriiood:  East  Boston 
Site  Name:  LoPresti  Park 
Location:  Sumner  and  New  Streets 
Acai^age:   4.0  A        Site  TyP®* 


No. 


EB-6 


Playground 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


LoPresti  Park  is  an  irregularly  shaped  park  on 
the  East  Boston  waterfront.  The  park  is  well 
organized  with  basketball  and  tennis  courts  on 
the  eastern  edge  and  playground  on  the  western 
edge.  A  large  open  green  surrounded  by  plantings 
is  located  in  the  center  of  the  park.  A 
pedestrian  promenade  is  located  along  the  seawall 
at  the  harbor  edge.  Two  performance  spaces  with 
sitting  areas  are  provided.  There  are  a  wooden 
pier  and  a  boardwalk  for  fishing  and  docking. 

The  condition  of  the  standard  park  built  elements 
varies  considerably.  Many  elements  appear  badly 
damaged  by  vandalism.  The  seawall  is  collapsing 
in  several  places  and  causing  sections  of  paving, 
granite  walls,  fencing  and  other  inprovements  to 
be  undermined  and  collapse.  Sections  of  dock 
decking  have  been  burned  by  vandals. 

Uie  sports  facilities  are  in  good  condition.  The 
playground  is  in  poor  condition,  primarily  due  to 
vandalism  but  also  caused  by  lack  of 
maintenance.  The  safety  surface  is  torn  up, 
burned  and  alnKDst  entirely  non- functional .  The 
swings  are  in  good  condition.  The  remaining  play 
structures  are  in  fair  to  poor  condition. 

Some  of  the  trees  are  in  good  condition,  but  most 
are  in  fair  to  poor  condition.  Trees  have  had 
their  bark  stripped  and  burned,  and  numerous  guy 
wires  have  not  been  removed.  Crabapples  are  in 
particular  need  of  pruning.  Native  shore 
vegetation  has  established  itself  in  some  areas. 
Large  areas  of  turf  are  in  poor  condition  and 
need  renovation. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Id  Presti  Park  offers  a  spectacular  broad  view  of 
the  harbor  and  the  Boston  skyline.  Clearly,  the 
most  urgent  site  issue  for  the  park  is  the 
failure  of  the  seawall  in  several  places,  causing 
park  inprovements  along  the  harbor  to  collapse 
and  creating  unusable  walkway  areas.  Tliis 
condition  is  currently  being  addressed  by  the 
Boston  Public  Facilities  Department. 

Vandalism  appears  to  be  a  particular  problem  for 
this  park,  significantly  contributing  to  its 
deterioration.  Lack  of  maintenance,  particularly 
of  vegitation,  has  accelerated  this  decline. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Entire  surface  paved. 
Children  use  for 
stick  ball. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  across  to  basket- 
ball court. 


Site  Photographs 

Sitting  area  and  trees, 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 


Basketball  courts. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Wall  in  deteriorated 
condition. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Wall  at  entrance  in 
need  of  repair. 
Graffiti  on  walls. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 
Site  Name:  McLean  Playground 
Location:  Saratoga  and  Bennington  Streets 
Acreage:  0.43  A 
Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


McLean  Playground  is  a  small  square  playground  located  between  a  school  on  the 
east  and  residences  on  the  west  Saratoga  Street  abuts  the  park  on  the  north  and 
Bennington  Street  on  the  south.  The  park  is  surrounded  by  brick  and  concrete 
walls.  Adjacent  to  the  streets,  these  walls  are  low  to  allow  views  into  the  park. 
Along  the  abutting  property  lines,  the  walls  are  considerably  higher.  The  massive 
presence  of  the  wall  is  softened  with  brick  piers,  concrete  arches,  and  seating. 
A  basketball  court  is  located  on  the  western  edge,  and  there  is  a  sitting  area  with  a 
small  grove  of  trees  on  the  eastern  edge  adjacent  to  Saratoga  Street.  The  interior 
of  the  park  is  entirely  paved  with  bituminous  concrete,  which  is  presendy  being 
resurfaced. 


Condition  Assessment: 


The  benches  are  in  good  condition  and  the  wall  is  in  deteriorated  condition,  with 
some  sections  needing  major  repair  and  other  sections  requiring  repointing.  City 
renovation  plans  include  repair  to  the  site  brick  wall.  The  basketball  paving  is  in 
fair  condition.  Two  backboards  are  in  good  condition  and  two  are  unusable.  The 
trees  are  in  remarkably  good  condition  considering  the  harsh,  paved  environment, 
but  require  maintenance. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Given  the  small  size  of  McLean  Playground,  extensive  grassy  areas  would  be 
unlikely  to  withstand  the  park's  heavy  use.  However,  paving  of  the  entire  site  has 
resulted  in  a  very  bleak  landscape,  despite  the  remarkable  siu^ival  and  size  of  the 
existing  trees.  Additional  areas  for  shrubs  and  vines  could  greatiy  relieve  the 
barren  quality  of  the  park. 

The  design  of  the  park  walls  is  outstanding  and  adds  immeasurably  to  the  park's 
appeal. 
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Neighborhcxxl:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  McLean  Playground 

Location:  Saratoga  and  Bennington  Streets 

Acreage:   0.43  A       Site  Type:  Playlot 


No.: 


EB-7 


Site  Description: 


McLean  Playground  is  a  small  square  playground 
located  between  a  church  school  on  the  east  and 
residences  on  the  west.  Saratoga  Street  abuts 
the  park  on  the  north  and  Bennington  Street  on 
the  south.  The  park  is  surrounded  by  brick  and 
concrete  walls.  Adjacent  to  the  streets  these 
walls  are  lew  to  allow  views  into  the  park. 
Along  the  abutting  prc^jerty  lines,  the  walls  are 
considerably  higher.  Ihe  massiveness  of  the  wall 
is  broken  with  brick  piers  and  there  are  concrete 
arches  and  seating  along  the  walls.  A  basketball 
court  is  located  on  the  western  edge,  and  a 
sitting  area  with  a  small  grove  of  trees  on  the 
eastern  edge  adjacent  to  Saratoga  Street.  The 
interior  of  the  park  is  entirely  paved  with 
bituminous  concrete  which  is  presently  being 
resurfaced. 


Condition  Assessment: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  benches  are  in  good  coixiition  and  the  wall  is 
in  deteriorated  condition,  with  scanne  sections 
needing  major  repair  and  other  sections  requiring 
r^xjinting.  City  renovation  plans  include  repair 
to  the  site  brick  wall.  The  basketball  paving  is 
in  fair  condition.  Two  bacJdxards  are  in  good 
condition  and  two  are  unusable.  The  trees  are  in 
remarkably  good  condition  considering  the  harsh 
paved  environment,  and  require  maintenance. 

Given  the  small  size  of  McLean  Playground, 
extensive  grass  areas  would  be  unlikely  to 
withstand  the  park's  heavy  use.  However,  paving 
of  the  entire  site  has  resulted  in  a  very  bleak 
landscape,  despite  the  remarkable  survival  and 
size  of  the  existing  trees.  Additional  areas  for 
shnjbs  and  vines  could  greatly  relieve  the  barren 
quality  of  the  park. 

The  design  of  the  park  walls  is  outstanding  and 
adds  immeasixrably  to  the  park's  appeal. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  g^>"^  &c^^:^or\ 
Site  Name;    Moycg^^  ^pt^wcrv^r^ovNol    Site  Type:  F[Ac|  YjU'L 
Location:  ^Sara-h^a  ^  ^4.M.vw(M/^  Acreage:    ^-^l  A 
Evaluation  Team:  -^^  4  p;:^^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  ^7-1    5^  ^t nn 


SITE  NO. 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  C^vu^m^  ^(jlL  if^iijt/L^tU  ■ 


Site  Plan 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 


Tennis  courts  poorly 
located  behind  building. 
Chain-link  fence  in 
middle  ground,  partially 
pulled  down,  and  under- 
utilized space  behind. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  across  ballfield 
showing  poor  condition 
of  grass. 


Site  Photograph  3 


Softball  field. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 


View  into  playground, 
showing  poorly  draining 
hockey  rink  in  middle 
ground. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Playground  -  unusable 
due  to  vandalism  and 
lack  of  maintenance. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 
Site  Name:  Noyes  Playground 
Location:  Saratoga  and  Boardman  Streets 
Acreage:  8.31  A 
Site  Type:  Playfield 


Site  Description: 


Noyes  Playground  is  an  irregularly  shaped  area  of  sports  fields  between  Board- 
man  and  Saratoga  Streets.  It  abuts  high-density  residential  development  on  the 
west,  commercial  and  residential  use  on  the  easL  A  recreational  building  and 
tennis  courts  are  located  at  the  northern  edge  of  the  park.  Softball,  baseball  and 
little  league  fields  are  laid  out  in  the  center  of  the  park.  A  playground  and  parking 
lot  are  located  at  the  northeastern  edge  of  the  park.  Between  these  areas  and  the 
little  league  field  is  a  sunken  area  possibly  used  as  a  spray  pool  or  for  skating  or 
hockey.  There  is  a  paved  circulation  system  in  the  southern  half  of  the  park.  The 
site  has  very  few  trees. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  condition  of  the  standard  park-built  elements  varies  considerably.  Half  the 
benches  are  in  fair  to  good  condition,  while  the  other  half  are  unusable.  The 
bleachers,  bollards,  and  water  fountains  are  in  fair  lo  good  condition.  The  sports 
lighting  is  in  good  condition,  however  most  of  the  pedestrian  lighting  is  vandal- 
ized and  non-fimctional.  The  backstop  and  infields  are  in  good  condition.  The 
litUe  league  outfield  is  mostiy  in  good  condition,  with  some  poorly  drained  areas. 
The  baseball/softball  outfield  is  very  deteriorated  and  compacted,  with  areas  of 
poor  drainage  and  very  sparse  grass  coverage.  The  tennis  courts  and  playground 
are  unusable.  The  park  has  been  scheduled  for  renovation  by  the  city. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Noyes  Playground  is  very  deteriorated  and  bleaL  Areas  which  might  be  planted 
in  groves  of  trees  to  create  some  landscape  interest  are  barren  at  present  Renova- 
tion plans  do  include  tree  planting.  The  park's  present  design  reflects  a  utilitarian 
concern  for  sports  play  without  providing  a  refreshing  and  attractive  environment 
within  which  to  play. 

There  is  wasted  space  by  the  building  and  softball  field  which  could  be  developed 
for  other  uses  such  as  basketball  or  a  sitting  area. 

Access  to  the  fields  is  not  restricted  adequately.  Vehicles  are  driven  on  them  and 
are  damaging  turf. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Naine:  Noves  Playground 

Location:  Saratoga  and  Boarrinan  Streets 

Acreage:   8.31  A       Site  Type:  Playfield 


No. :  EB-8 


Site  Description: 


Noyes  Playground  is  an  irregularly  shaped  area  of 
sports  fields  between  Boardman  and  Saratoga 
Streets.  It  abuts  high-density  residential 
developrtent  on  the  west,  ccxnnvercial  and 
residential  use  on  the  east.  A  recreational 
building  is  located  at  the  northern  edge  of  the 
park  as  well  as  tennis  courts.  Softball, 
baseball  and  little  league  fields  are  laid  out  in 
the  center  of  the  park.  A  playground  and  parking 
lot  are  located  at  the  northeastern  edge  of  the 
park.  Between  these  areas  and  the  little  league 
field  is  a  sunken  area  possibly  used  as  a  spray 
pool  or  for  skating  or  hockey.  There  is  a  paved 
circulation  system  in  the  southern  half  of  the 
park.  The   site  has  very  few  trees. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Ihe  condition  of  the  standard  park  built  elements 
varies  considerably.  Half  the  benches  are  in 
fair  to  good  condition,  while  the  other  half  are 
unusable.  The  bleachers,  bollards,  and  water 
fountains  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  The 
sports  lighting  is  in  good  condition,  however 
roost  of  the  pedestrian  lighting  is  vandalized  and 
non- functional.  The  backstop  and  infields  are  in 
good  condition.  The  little  league  outfield  is 
mostly  in  good  condition  with  some  poorly  drained 
areas.   The  baseball/ softball  outfield  is  very 
deteriorated  and  compacted,  with  areas  of  poor 
drainage  and  very  sparse  grass  coverage.  The 
tennis  courts  and  playground  are  unusable.  The 
park  has  been  scheduled  for  renovation  by  the 
City. 

Noyes  Playground  is  very  deteriorated  and  bleak. 
Areas  v^iich  might  be  planted  in  groves  of  trees 
to  create  seme  landscape  interest  are  barren  at 
present.  Renovation  plans  do  include  tree 
planting.  The  park's  present  design  reflects  a 
utilitarian  concern  for  sports  play  without 
providing  a  refreshing  and  attractive  environment 
within  which  to  play. 

There  is  wasted  space  by  the  building  and 
Softball  field  v^ich  could  be  developed  for  other 
uses  such  as  basketball  or  a  sitting  area. 

Access  to  the  fields  is  not  restricted 
adequately.  Vehicles  are  driven  on  them  and  ar^ 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  E^-y^  ^OhTOu 
Site  Name:  p^p■l^  piAY6l^a;MD 
Location:  r^F-^^     sre^^ 

Evaluation  Team->^  ^f"^  Mj- 
Evaluation  Date-.  ^  14  e'V 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Type:  Pl..-tu  tc-h 
Acreage:  1-2.7A,' 


Weather  Conditions: 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  j^^i/l^tctt/iC  ,  cvifMaov<;o 


Site  Plan 


i?e?iceKm/ 


SCALE 


SO 


100 


m> 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  along  edge  of  pool 
building  -  double 
fencing  along  edge. 
Use  of  enclosed  area 
unclear.   Dog  run? 


Site  Photograph  2 

Passive  use  area  in 
poor  condition  -  fencing 
and  excessive  paving 
uninviting. 


Site 

Photograph  3 

Passive  use  area  along 

front 

edge 

in  poor 

condition. 

Is  chain 

link 

fence 

along  right 

necessary? 

Entrance 

ramp 

needs 

railing. 

t^  ^/ 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Remains  of  playground  - 
one  piece  of  equipment. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Basketball  court.   Park 
needs  buffer  planting 
along  fence  line.   Is 
chain  link  necessary 
along  top  of  rip  rap? 


Site  Photograph  6 

Bocci  court.   Surface 
unusable. 


Neighborhood:  East  Boston 
Site  Name:  Paris  Playground 
Location:  Paris  Street 
Acreage:  1.27  A 
Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Paris  Playground  is  a  somewhat  rectangular,  sunken  park  abutting  Paris  Street  to 
the  north,  residences  to  the  east  and  south,  and  the  parking  lot  of  a  condominium 
to  the  west  Three^to  four-foot  concrete  or  granite  walls  surround  the  park  on  the 
north  and  west  and  a  granite  rip-rap  slope  forms  the  edge  on  the  east.  A  large 
pool  building  is  located  in  the  eastern  third  of  the  site.  The  park  is  entirely 
enclosed  by  high  chain-link  fencing. 

A  sitting  area  is  located  all  along  the  Paris  Street  edge.  In  the  center  of  the  park  is 
a  large  area  where  play  structures  were  once  located.  Only  one  structure  remains. 
At  the  rear  of  the  site  are  basketball  and  bocci  courts.  To  the  east  of  the  pool 
building  is  a  fence-enclosed  area  of  unclear  use. 


•t^Ojur- 


Condition  Assessment: 


Half  the  benches,  the  walls,  and  most  of  the  fencing  are  in  good  condition.  Most 
of  the  lights  and  game  tables  are  in  poor  condition.  The  basketball  court  is  in  fair 
condition  and  the  bocci  court  is  in  poor  condition.  The  playground  is  almost 
entirely  destroyed,  except  for  one  metal  climber.  The  trees  are  mosdy  in  fair  to 
good  condition,  though  many  require  a  major  pruning  effort  because  guy  wires 
were  never  removed. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Paris  Playground  is  in  poor  condition  and  is  only  minimally  able  to  serve 
neighborhood  needs.  It  has  been  vandalized  and  poorly  maintained,  and  is  in 
need  of  major  improvements.  Two  park  edges  are  defined  by  high  chain-link 
fences  on  top  of  walls  with  cars  parked  behind  them.  Improving  the  Paris  Street 
edge  of  the  park  and  softening  other  park  edges  are  necessary  changes  in  order  to 
establish  a  refreshing  green  space  in  the  midst  of  dense  urban  development 
To  the  east  of  the  pool  building  is  a  fence -enclosed  area  of  unclear  use. 
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Nei<^Tbortiood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Paris  Playground 

Location:  Paris  Street 

Acreage:   1.27  A       Site  Type: 


No. :  EB-9 


Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Paris  Playground  is  a  somewhat  rectangular, 
sunken  park  abutting  Paris  Street  to  the  north, 
residences  to  the  east  and  south  and  the  parking 
lot  of  a  condominium  to  the  west.  Three  to 
four-foot  concrete  or  granite  walls  surround  the 
park  on  the  north  and  west  and  a  granite  rip-rap 
slope  fornis  the  edge  on  the  east.  A  large  pool 
building  is  located  in  the  eastern  third  of  the 
site.  The  park  is  enti2:Bly  enclosed  by  hi(^ 
chain  link  fencing. 

A  sitting  area  is  located  all  eilong  the  Paris 
Street  edge.  In  the  center  of  the  park  is  a 
large  area  v^ere  play  structures  were  once 
located.  Only  one  structure  remains.  At  the 
rear  of  the  site  are  basketball  and  bocci 
courts.  To  the  east  of  the  pool  building  is  a 
fence-enclosed  area  of  unclear  use. 


Condition  Assessment: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Half  the  benches,  the  walls,  and  most  of  the 
fencing  are  in  good  condition.  Most  of  the 
lights  and  game  tables  are  in  poor  condition. 
Ihe  basketball  court  is  in  fair  condition  and  the 
bocci  court  is  in  poor  condition.  Ihe  playground 
is  almost  entirely  destroyed,  except  for  one 
metal  climber.  The  trees  are  mostly  in  fair  to 
good  condition,  though  many  require  a  major 
pruning  effort  because  guy  wires  were  never 
removed. 

Paris  Playground  is  in  poor  condition  and  is 
only  minimally  able  to  serve  nei^iborhood  needs. 
It  has  been  vandalized  and  poorly  maintained,  and 
is  in  need  of  major  improvements.  Two  park  edges 
are  defined  by  high  chain  link  fences  on  top  of 
walls  with  cars  parked  behind  them.  Improving 
the  Paris  Street  edge  of  the  park  and  softening 
other  park  edges  are  necessary  in  order  to 
establish  a  refreshing  green  space  in  the  midst 
of  dense  urban  development. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  EA6T"go*^roM 

Site  Name:  pofg-z.(o  f/mz-k^  Site  Type:   PUuLej- 

Location:  j&FTgtz.iB<=»t/=>^-3^^'^^€42^  ~  Acreage:  ^-^gA 

Evaluation  Team;  "^^  ^  feti  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  <^/z^  gp-y  feu\/^ 


SITE  NO 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^£Ci^^vi-h^C.lvv^i;<;tv^^C/ ^^'(-?^v/^ 


Site  Plan 


J  a 


Jeffries  Street 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Tennis  court  on  left, 
picnic  area  on  right. 


Site  Photograph  2 


Memorial  stone, 


Site 

Photograph 

3 

View  0 

f  spray  area  with 

screen 

planting  of 

Poplar 

trees  along 

property  line. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Playground  with  row 
of  trees  along  left. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Passive  seating  area 
in  back  along  edge  of 
park  by  Jeffries 
Street,  playground 
in  front. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Trash  collecting  inside 
play  structure.   Play 
surface  needs  mainten- 
ance. 
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Site  Photograph  7 

Picnic  area  with  view 
of  water. 


o 


0 


c 


Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Porzio  Park 

Location:  Jeffries,  Sumner  and  Marginal  Streets 

Acreage:  2.38  A 

Site  Type:  Pbylot 


Site  Description: 


Porzio  Park  is  a  very  irregularly  shaped  area  at  the  end  of  Sumner,  Everett  and 
Marginal  Streets,  next  to  Boston  Harbor.  The  park  is  densely  developed  with 
sports  courts  and  playground  structures.  With  the  exception  of  tree  pits,  the  park 
south  of  Sumner  Street  is  entirely  paved  to  provide  tennis,  basketball  and  street 
hockey  courts.  To  the  north  of  Sumner  Street  another  tennis  court  and  a  large 
sitting  and  picnicking  area  are  provided.  At  the  end  of  Everett  Street  is  a  very 
large  playground.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential,  industrial  and  marine. 


Condition  Assessments: 


All  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition  except  for  several  drinking 
fountains  and  half  the  pedestrian  lighting.  The  sports  facilities  are  all  in  good 
condition  except  for  one  unusable  backboard  and  one  tennis  net  pole,  which  are  in 
fair  condition.  The  playground  structures  are  mostly  in  fair  condition.  However, 
some  structures  are  in  poor  or  unusable  condition.  The  sand  surface  is  in  very 
poor  condition.  The  trees  are  mostly  in  good  condition.  Some  of  the  plane  trees 
have  not  grown  well  and  have  profuse  sucker  growth.  Many  Lombardy  poplars 
are  dead,  and  red  cedars  have  been  bent  by  recent  snow  storms. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Porzio  Park  is  in  great  need  of  improved  maintenance,  especially  the  playground 
area  and  the  trees.  Tree  grates  need  to  be  cut  to  allow  for  tree  growth.  The  area 
between  the  tennis  and  basketball  courts  to  the  south  is  very  barren.  Some  areas 
of  paving  might  be  removed  and  plants  installed  to  enrich  the  park  landscape. 
Parking  Hn  luiTiii    Vn'iif-riutolg  allowed  on  the  sidewalk  by  the  tennis  court, 
and  this  negatively  affects  the  character  of  the  park. 
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Nei<^Tborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Porzio  Park 

Location:  Jefferies,  Sumner  and  Marginal  Streets 

Acreage:  2.38  A        Site  IVpe:  Play lot 


No. 


EB-10 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Porzio  Park  is  a  very  irregularly  shaped  area  at 
the  end  of  Sumner,  Everett  and  Marginal  Streets 
next  to  Boston  Harbor.  The  park  is  densely 
developed  with  sports  courts  and  playground 
structures.  With  the  exception  of  tree  pits,  the 
park  south  of  Sumner  Street  is  entirely  paved  to 
provide  tennis,  basketball  and  street  hockey 
courts.  To  the  north  of  Sumner  Street  another 
tennis  court  and  a  large  sitting  and  picnicking 
area  are  provided.  At  the  end  of  Everett  Street 
is  a  very  large  playground.  Surrounding  land 
uses  are  residential,  industrial  and  marine. 

All  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition  except  for  several  drinking  fountains 
and  half  the  pedestrian  li(^ting.  The  sports 
facilities  are  all  in  good  condition  except  for 
one  unusable  backboard  and  one  tennis  net  pole  in 
fair  condition.  The  playground  structures  are 
mostly  in  fair  condition.  However,  some 
structures  are  in  poor  or  unusable  condition. 
The  sand  surface  is  in  very  poor  condition.  The 
trees  are  mostly  in  good  condition.  Some  of  the 
Plane  trees  have  not  grcwn  well  and  have  profuse 
sucker  growth.  Many  Lombardy  Poplars  are  dead, 
and  Red  Cedars  have  been  bent  over  by  recent  snow 
storms. 

Porzio  Park  is  in  great  need  of  inproved 
maintenance,  especially  the  playground  area  and 
the  trees.  Tree  grates  need  to  be  cut  to  allow 
for  tree  growth.  The   area  between  the  tennis  and 
basketball  courts  to  the  south  is  very  barren. 
Some  cireas  of  paving  might  be  removed  and  plants 
installed  to  enrich  the  park  landscape.  Parking 
for  Jefferies  Yacht  Club  is  allowed  on  the 
sidewalk  by  the  tennis  court,  and  this  negatively 
affects  the  character  of  the  park. 


o 


o 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SITE  SUMMARY 


SITE  NO. 


(•' 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


STANDARD  PARK 
BUILT  ELEMENTS 


^ 


SITE  NO. 


en 

1— 1 

■5- 

c 
I— t 

H 
< 
U 
O 

z 

o 

t-H 

H 
M 
Q 
Z 

o 
u 

< 

M 

u 

H 

>- 

H 

i-i 
H 
Z 
< 

^ 

V 

v-;-^ 
^ 
/ 

- 

2 

X 

^ 

' 

^ 

^ 

X 

^ 

■^ 

^_ 

o 

f\.\ 

M 

v^ 

^ 

^l 

X 

^ 

O 

^\ 

— 

^^ 

X 

^ 

- 

csaa 

ir 

■ 

^^^^^^^H  ^^^^^^1 

1^1 

Ih 

■ 

H 

^^1 

■ 

H^B 

^^0 

■ 

1 

^. 

^^ 

X 

1 

— ■ 

X 

^i 

^ 

1 

^:S^ 

^ 

N 

^^V^^^^ 

^^ 

1 

XJf 

tl 

=^ 

:^M^ 

1  B^' 

a. 

1 

^N 

— 

^Ap 

^«__ 

^J 

< 
u 

X 

o 

z 

CO 

.J 

u 

1— 1 

r 

on 

DC 

w 

X 

< 

CO 

Q 

< 

.J 
o 

z 

1— I 
en 

< 

X 

H 
< 

CO 

oa 

3 

CO 

z 

< 

H 
Z 

O 

a 

z- 

z 

CO 

u 

H 
CO 

CO 

w 
u 

z 

u 

oa 

< 
H 

u 

z 

t— ( 
H 

X 

u 

h-l 

-4 

z 
< 

H-l 

H 
CO 
U 
Q 
U 

9 

o 

Qi 

o 
z 

1— 1 
ui 
oi 
< 

. 

C/3 

H 

OS 

O 
CO 

H 
Z 

w 

z 

o 

crt 
u 

hJ 
CQ 
< 

H 

U 

z 
u 
1— 1 

CO 

a 
z 

hH 
.J 
hH 

CO 

u 

H 
< 
O 

U 

a 

> 

>■ 
oi 
H 
z 
faj 

CO 

z 

o 

h-l 

CO 
Oi 
h-l 
< 

00 

u 
-J 
u 
< 

H 
XD- 
C/3UJ 

<5u 

p£bJ 

CO 

hJ 
hJ 
< 

CO 

u 

oi 

H 
< 

Oi 

u 

H 
< 

Oi 
w 

X 

<-*i 


C*) 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SPORTS  FACILITIES 


^t 


-^) 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


BUILDINGS  AND 
PLAYGROUNDS 


ACCESS,  CIRCULATION 
AND  PARKING 


SITE  NO. 


<rs    1 

^H 

^H 

iw 

^^1 

^^1 

•r^' 

^H 

^H 

■ 

■ 

.. 

kT. 

o- 

— 

3 

^ 

V 

a. 

O 

2 

"^  ^ 

■ , 

u 

^:^ 

-  "^i. 

\^ 

■  • 

z 

z 

6 

CO 
Q 

'.V       i 

V  - 

■ "  o 

c 

o 

H 

CO 

M 

<'\>. 

o 

U5 

H 

H 

M 
Q 

W 

o 

< 

1— 1 
H 

< 

s 

o 
o 

3 
O 
PS 

o 

o 
z 

o 
z 
w 

PS 
H 

^ 

l-l 

s 

I-H 

w 

t/1 

o 

H 

s 

3 

3 

o 

Oi 

p<  1  trt 

o 

Pi 

bJ 

to 

w 

ft: 

c 

TkTn 

^Mr>l 

va 

J 

Z 

o 

M 
H 
< 
►J 

PS 
M 

o 

PS 

< 
o 

H-l 

X 

u 


(/3 

to 

u 
u 
o 
< 

PS 

< 
-J 

o 

M 


ONV 


z 

I— I 

Si 

OS 
< 

Pm 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


p. 9 


NATURAL   PARK 

ELEMENTS 


ee 


SITE  NO. 


K 

^ 

^ 

VS^ 

A 

1 

1 

J. 

:i 

o 

l-l 

— 

Crt 

o 
o 

oi 

c/l 

oi 

bJ 

ou. 

UJ 

Q 

u 

t—t 

cja 

> 

u 

z 

CJ 

UJ< 

o 

BQ 

Q 

)-( 

u 

•"^ 

CJ 

55 

< 

04 

tn 

1-1  u: 

w 

Q 

en 

o 

H 

to 

§ 

<oe: 

trt 

pa 

TT 

UJ 

o 

Z 

M 

V3 

1-1  = 

u 

3 

Cb 

3 

-* 

ai 

o 

Q 

Q 

Q 

UJ 

UH 

111 

oc 

de: 

O 

o 

CO 

u 

U 

O 

Z 

OS 

UJ< 

Oi 

X 

3 

o: 

_i 

U 

O 

o 

H 

04bJ 

H 

W5 

H 

u 

b 

3 

3 

04 

w 

tOU4 

C" 


» 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  BA^r  g>oer<::?KJ 
Site  Name;   ^A^2■ATC^^  ^lyesr- 

LOCation:     'g>A<^ATD(£>A   ^  (gf  J^OM 

Evaluation  Team-.^^^  ^  fb  it-  Weather  Conditions: 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Type:  U  ^'J^h(j:^  [t^t^ 
Acreage:    .2.^ A 


'^^OAW 


Evaluation  Date:  ^.^(.fev 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^ef^iM^^^iAL. ,  ^(-jii^^U,  t  ^^^K'^^.^f^CT 


Site  Plan 


SCALE 


0   510     20 
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100 


p. 2 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Concrete  slab  - 
probably  used  as  drive- 
way to  previously 
existing  garage. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Shows  prominence  of 
site  on  a  corner  lot. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Old  access  point  and 
overgrown  Privet  hedge. 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Ornamental  iron  gate 
post  behind  chain 
link  fence. 


Site  Photograph  5 


Site  Photograph  6 


Neighborhoixi:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Saratoga  Street  Play  Area 

Location:  Saratoga  and  Byron  Streets 

Acreage:  0.23  A 

Site  Type:  Undeveloped  Lot 


Site  Descriptions: 


Saratoga  Street  Play  Area  is  a  small  square  site  at  the  comer  of  Saratoga  and 
Byron  Streets.  Residences  abut  the  park  on  the  other  two  sides.   The  site  is 
undeveloped  at  present  and  surrounded  by  chain-link  fencing  to  prevent  access. 
Adjacent  to  the  concrete  sidewalk  is  a  section  of  granite  edging  which  appears  to 
have  at  one  time  provided  the  foundation  for  an  ornamental  iron  fence.  There  are 
two  small  sections  of  concrete  curb,  which  also  probably  provided  support  for 
fencing.  There  is  a  small  remnant  of  privet  hedge  along  Saratoga  Street 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  fence  is  in  good  condition.  The  granite  edge  and  concrete  curb  are  in  fair 
condition.  The  lawn  is  irregular  and  there  is  poor  grass  coverage  with  many 
weeds. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  first  step  in  the  development  of  Saratoga  Street  Play  Area  will  be  a  determi- 
nation of  neighborhood  needs.  However,  its  small  size  and  proximity  to  abutting 
residences  severely  constrain  its  usefulness  for  active  sports  play.  It  would  best 
serve  the  neighborhood  as  a  landscaped  sitting  area,  with  die  possible  addition  of 
a  small  playground  area. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Saratoga  Street  Play  Area 

Location:  Saratoga  and  Byron  Streets 

Acnr-eage:  0.23  A        Site  Type:  Undeveloped 


No. 


EB-11 


Lot 


Site  Descriptions: 


r^ 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Saratoga  Street  Play  Area  is  a  small  square  site 
at  the  comer  of  Saratoga  and  Byron  Streets. 
Residences  abut  the  park  on  the  other  two 
sides.   The  site  is  undeveloped  at  present  and 
surrounded  by  chain  link  fencing  to  prevent 
access.  Adjacent  to  the  concrete  sidewalk  is  a 
section  of  granite  edging  v^ch  appears  at  one 
tijne  to  have  provided  the  foundation  for  an 
ornamental  iron  fence.  There  are  two  small 
sections  of  concrete  curb  v^iich  also  probably 
provided  support  for  fencing.  There  is  a  small 
remnant  of  Privet  hedge  along  Saratoga  Street. 

The  fence  is  in  good  condition.  The  granite  edge 
and  concrete  curb  are  in  fair  condition.  The 
lawn  is  irregular  and  there  is  poor  grass 
coverage  with  many  weeds. 

The  first  step  in  the  development  of  Saratoga 
Street  Play  Area  will  be  a  determination  of 
neighborhood  needs.  However,  its  small  size  and 
proximity  to  abutting  residences  severely 
constrains  its  usefulness  for  active  sports 
play.  It  would  best  serve  the  nei^iborhood  as  a 
landscaped  sitting  area,  with  the  possible 
addition  of  a  small  playground  area. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  tf^^'T  Bc^^^rrphA 

Site  Name;  t>vw^^^iLP<^^o^  ^T-  ruix  Site  Type:    PL^\Ut 
Location:   5u^vM^El^^  ^Ac^^^>oM      ~  Acreage;  M-g>A 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Team;  ^f^  ^  ^tt~ 
Evaluation  Date;    ^  I  ^  fc"7  ^\a^m^ 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^ig^/f^kcfu^^  1 


Weather  Conditions; 


Site  Plan 
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Sumner  Street 


SCALE. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Entry  into  park  from 
Lamson  Street.   Three 
trees  in  planters. 
Shelter  and  courts 
beyond. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Timber  play  structure 
at  base  of  wall  at 
Sumner  Street.   Change 
in  elevation  makes 
surveillance  of  park 
difficult. 


Site  Photograph  3 

One  tree  planter  empty- 
Spray  pool  beyond. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4      | 

View  across  worn 
basketball  court  to 
street  hockey. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Basketball  court, 
street  hockey  beyond. 


0 


Site  Photograph  6 

Swings  unusable  in 
their  condition. 


VI- 17 


Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Sumner  and  Lamson  Street  Pbyground 

Location:  Sumner  and  Lamson  Streets 

Acreage:  0.48  A 

Site  Type:  Playlet 


Site  Description: 


Sumner  and  Lamson  Street  Playground  is  a  small  rectangular  play  area  located 
below  Sumner  Street  in  a  steeply  sloping  section  of  East  Boston.  A  seven-foot 
stone  retaining  wall  encloses  the  park  on  the  west.  Brick  walls  enclose  the  park 
on  the  north  and  east  Six-foot  chain-link  fences  surround  the  park  on  all  sides. 
The  park  is  accessed  by  a  set  of  stairs  down  from  Sumner  Street  and  a  mainte- 
nance access  off  Lamson  Street.  The  park  is  almost  entirely  paved,  except  for  a 
small  sand  area  and  four  raised  planters  for  trees.  At  the  southeast  end  of  the  park 
are  street  hockey  and  basketball  courts.  At  the  northwest  end  is  a  playgrotmd 
with  tree  planters  and  benches.  A  shelter  with  picnic  tables  is  at  the  center  of  the 
site.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessment: 


Most  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception  of  the 
picnic  tables  which  are  in  poor  and  unusable  condition.  The  shelter  is  in  fair 
condition,  however  it  needs  new  shingling.  Most  play  equipment  is  in  good 
condition  with  the  exception  of  a  seesaw  and  spray  pool,  which  are  unusable. 
Three  of  the  planters  have  trees  which  are  in  fair  condition.  A  fourth  planter  has 
no  tree. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Sumner  and  Lamson  Sffeet  Playground  is  very  bleak  and  barren.  Drinking  and 
breaking  of  bottles  appears  to  be  a  major  problem  for  this  park,  with  glass 
everywhere. 


Its  sunken  location  contributes  to  the  uninviting  character  of  the  space,  which  has 
a  great  deal  of  paving  and  litUe  vegetation.  The  chain-link  fence  is  also  unneces- 
sarily high,  and  lowering  it  would  alleviate  the  feeling  of  being  restricted  and 
simken.  With  removal  of  some  paving,  the  park  edges  could  support  additional 
planting,  which  would  greatly  enliven  the  space. 


VI-I7 
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Nei^iborhcxDd:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Sumner  and  Lamson  Street  Playground 
Location:  Sumner  and  Lamson  Streets 
Acreage:   0.48  A       Site  Type:  Playlot 


No. :  EB-12 


Site  Description: 


Sumner  and  Lamson  Street  Playground  is  a  small 
rectangular  play  area  located  belcw  Sumner  Street 
in  a  steeply  sloping  section  of  East  Boston.  A 
seven  foot  stone  retaining  wall  encloses  the  park 
on  the  west.  Brick  walls  enclose  the  park  on  the 
north  and  east.  Six  foot  chain  link  fences 
surround  the  park  on  all  sides.  Ihe  park  is 
accessed  by  a  set  of  stairs  dcwn  from  Sumner 
Street  and  a  maintenance  access  off  Lamson 
Street.  The  park  is  almost  entirely  paved, 
except  for  a  small  sand  area  and  four  raised 
planters  for  trees.  At  the  southeast  end  of  the 
park  are  located  street  hockey  and  basketball 
courts.  At  the  northwest  end  are  located  a 
playground  with  tree  planters  and  benches.  A 
shelter  with  picnic  tables  is  located  at  the 
center  of  the  site.  Surrounding  land  uses  are 
residential . 


Condition  Assessment: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Most  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  picnic 
tables  v*iich  are  in  poor  and  unusable  condition. 
Ihe  shelter  is  in  fair  condition,  however  it 
needs  new  shingling.  Most  play  equipment  is  in 
good  condition  with  the  exception  of  a  seesaw  and 
spray  pool  v*iich  are  unusable.  Ihree  of  the 
planters  have  trees  v^ich  are  in  fair  condition. 
A  fourth  planter  has  no  tree. 

Sumner  and  Lamson  Street  Playground  is  very  bleak 
and  barren.  Drinking  and  breaking  of  bottles 
appears  to  be  a  major  problem  for  this  park,  with 
glass  everyvdiere. 

Its  sunken  location  contributes  to  the  uninviting 
character  of  the  space,  which  has  a  great  deal  of 
paving  and  little  vegetation.  The  chain  link 
fence  is  also  unnecessarily  high,  and  lowering  it 
would  alleviate  the  feeling  of  being  restricted 
and  sunken.  With  removal  of  some  paving,  the 
park  edges  could  support  additional  planting 
v^ch  would  greatly  enliven  the  space. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  gA47T  eo^o^  . 

Site  Name:   ^e-t^^r^^^Ji^  4?QUAxt2-e.     Site  Type:  4^v^i/^ 

Location:    N^ep-iPi^Ki  eiaoiz-pgF^     Acreage:    .12.  A, 

Evaluation  Team:^  1  f^^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:   ^^'TO^  01  -^j^c^i^ 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:^>^^v^^^^t^^    


SITE  NO. 


Site  Plan 


te\^bu6 


Mer\d*an 


Streo* 


Me»W«""i^ 


BD 


-^-1 


Site  Photograph  2 

Grass  worn  from  foot 
traffic  and  poor 
maintenance. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Worn  grass  and  litter. 

Two  sidewalks  around 

site  make  maintenance 

of  good  grass  strip 

difficult. 

KNr     EVI 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Section  of  fence  missing 
behind  trash  receptacle. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Fence  in  continuous 
concrete  strip. 
Facilitates  mainten- 
ance along  edge  of 
grass.   Trees  outstand- 
ing feature  of  site. 


Site  Photograph  6 


Worn   grass. 


Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Central  Scpjare 

Location:  Meridian  and  Border  Streets 

Acreage:   0.92  A       Site  Type:  Square 


No. 


EB-14 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


") 


Central  Square  is  an  oval-shaped  parcel  at  the 
center  of  a  major  commercial  district  in  East 
Boston.  Ihe  site  is  surrounded  by  rotary 
traffic,  numerous  traffic  islands  and  parking. 
Parking  is  pennitted  around  the  edge  of  the  site 
as  well  as  in  several  areas  opposite  the  park. 
There  is  an  attractive  bull-nose  curb  around  the 
square.  There  is  a  steel  picket  fence  around  an 
inner  park  area,  outside  of  v*iich  are  two  wide 
concentric  concrete  paths  separated  by  a  grass 
strip  with  trees.  A  walkway  cuts  through  the 
center  of  the  park  and  encircles  a  boulder 
monument  enclosed  by  the  steel  picket  fence. 
Ihere  are  two  flagpoles  on  site. 

All  the  benches,  the  monument  and  roost  of  the 
fences  are  in  good  condition.  Hie  concrete 
paving  is  mostly  in  fair  condition.  It  is 
cracked  and  spalling  in  many  places.  Several 
paving  areas  are  in  very  poor  condition  due  to 
settlement,  and  are  poorly  patched  with 
bituminous  concrete.  A  third  of  the  trees  are 
quite  old  and  need  major  tree  surgery.  The 
remaining  trees  are  in  good  condition.  The  grass 
coverage  is  poor  in  many  areas,  especially 
adjacent  to  the  fences. 

The  square's  pathway  layout  is  poor,  and  numerous 
"desire  lines"  or  undesignated  pathways  lace 
through  the  grass  strip  between  the  two  concrete 
sidewalks.  These  two  sidewalks  are  redundant  and 
add  to  the  domination  of  the  area  by  paving. 
Many  of  the  original  tree  and  shrub  plantings  are 
in  decline. 

Central  Square  needs  redesign,  with  particular 
empiiasis  on  circulation  and  parking.  This  large, 
open  green  area  could  better  serve  as  an 
attractive  pedestrian  use  area  amidst  this 
shopping  district  if  rotary  traffic  were 
sinplified  with  investigation  of  possible  one-way 
traffic,  and  if  parking  was  reduced. 
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Neighborhood:   EA^T  go€?nDM 

Site  Name:    pt^&^(^CT-r -g^UAizg.  Site  Type:  <;^u^^i/^ 


SITE  NO. 


Location:  Tgetsrro  M ,  EA^ug>  ^  nzg^j^orrAcreage :   .  2^g?  A- 
Evaluation  Team:^f'^  M^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  ^-^^  g:)^         ^\a^^^j^ 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  T?.^<^/i^vvHA(^ 


Site  Plan 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Access  to  park. 
View  of  industrial 
area  beyond. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  looking  west 
showing  park  seat- 
ing. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Maintenance  difficult 
along  base  of  fence. 


r'f 


c 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Grass  poor  around 
base  of  benches. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Missing  section  of 
fence.   Erosion  of 
soil  along  edge  of 
sidewalk  poses  safety 
hazard. 


Site  Photograph  6 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  PrescoU  Square 

Location:  Trenton,  Eagle  and  Prescott  Streets 

Acreage:  0.28  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Prescott  Square  is  a  triangular  island  at  the  intersection  of  Trenton,  Eagle  and 
Prescott  Streets.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  sidewalk  and  an  old  iron  picket  fence.  A 
perimeter  planting  of  shade  trees  lines  the  inside  edge  of  the  park.  Three  benches 
are  located  at  the  upper  inside  edge  of  the  park.  Surrounding  land  uses  are 
residential. 


Condition  Assessment: 


The  curbing,  lights,  sidewalk  and  benches  are  in  good  condition.  The  fence  is  in 
fair  to  poor  condition  with  two  missing  sections  and  many  broken  and  deterio- 
rated pickets.  The  lawn  is  in  fair  to  poor  condition.  The  surface  is  irregular  and 
needs  filling  and  regrading.  Large  areas  of  lawn  adjacent  to  the  fence  and 
benches  are  bare  and  seasonally  full  of  weeds.  The  trees  are  in  fair  to  good 
condition,  but  require  maintenance. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Prescott  Square  is  in  deteriorated  condition,  and  lacks  interest  due  to  its  design. 
Although  well-located,  there  are  too  many  varieties  used  in  the  tree  planting.  The 
entrances  into  the  park  are  not  inviting.  One  entry  is  overly  wide,  and  seems 
designed  for  maintenance  vehicles.  Another  entrance  is  located  at  a  comer  and 
appears  to  have  been  created  by  a  missing  fence  section.  The  lawn  surface  is 
irregular  and  is  eroded  below  the  level  of  the  sidewalk  at  the  wider  park  entrance. 
The  benches  and  fence  do  not  have  concrete  pads  under  them,  which  creates 
maintenance  problems.  It  is  difficult  to  mow  lawn  under  the  fence,  and  lawn 
under  benches  has  become  eroded.  The  sloping  site  does  not  give  the  feeling  of 
repose  and  views  focus  on  an  industrial  landscape.  Planting  to  screen  this  view 
along  the  lower  park  edge  would  greatly  improve  the  site's  character.  Lawn 
restoration,  access  improvement  and  further  development  based  on  use  needs  of 
the  area  would  make  this  a  more  pleasing  space. 
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Neighborticod:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Prescott  Square 

Location:  Trenton,  Eagle  and  Prescott  Streets 

Acreage:   0.28  A       Site  TyP©*  Square 


No. :  EB-15 


Site  Description: 


Prescott  Square  is  a  triangular  island  at  the 
intersection  of  Trenton,  Eagle  and  Prescott 
Streets.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  sidewcilk  and  an 
old  iron  picket  fence.  A  perimeter  planting  of 
shade  trees  lines  the  inside  edge  of  the  peirk. 
Three  benches  are  located  at  the  upper  inside 
edge  of  the  park.  Surrounding  land  uses  are 
residential . 


Condition  Assessment: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


I 


The  curbing,  lights,  sidewalk  and  benches  are  in 
good  condition.  The  fence  is  in  fair  to  poor 
condition  with  two  missing  sections  and  many 
broken  and  deteriorated  pickets.  The  lawn  is  in 
fair  to  poor  condition.  The  surface  is  irregular 
and  needs  filling  and  regrading.  Large  areas  of 
lawn  adjacent  to  the  fence  and  benches  are  bare 
and  seasonally  full  of  weeds.  The  trees  are  in 
fair  to  good  condition,  but  require  maintenance. 

Prescott  Square  is  in  deteriorated  condition,  and 
lacks  interest  due  to  its  design.  Although  well 
located,  there  are  too  many  varieties  used  in  the 
tree  planting.  The  entrances  into  the  park  are 
not  inviting.  One  entry  is  overly  wide,  and 
seems  designed  for  maintenance  vehicles.  Another 
entrance  is  located  at  a  comer  and  appears  to 
have  been  created  by  a  missing  fence  section. 
The  lawn  surface  is  irregular  and  is  eroded  belcw 
the  level  of  the  sidewalk  at  the  wide  park 
entrance.  The  benches  and  fence  do  not  have 
concrete  pads  under  them  which  creates 
maintenance  problems.  It  is  difficult  to  mow 
lawn  under  the  fence,  and  lawn  under  benches 
becomes  eroded.  The  sloping  site  does  not  give 
the  feeling  of  repose  and  views  focus  on  an 
industrial  landscape.  Planting  to  screen  this 
view  along  the  lower  park  edge  would  greatly 
inprove  the  site's  character.  Lawn  restoration, 
access  improvement  and  further  develc^jment  based 
on  use  needs  of  the  area  would  make  this  a  more 
pleasing  space. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

V  #Neighborhood:  ^cJ^-r  g:^7t?T2:?ta 

Site  Name;   FurrM>kNV  ^6>QOAv^^     Site  Type:^]i^4t/^ 
Location:  FunaAh/v^VJHrrE.^'nzEMiDHAcreageT"  .-iJ]  A 
Evaluation  Team:  -^^-^  IMf^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  ^^^-^  ■  ^7  4m' 
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Surrounding  Land  Uses:  K^'^A/2)k 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Steel  picket  fence 
around  site,  grass 
and  two  trees. 


Site  Photograph  2 


Graffiti  on  sidewalk. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Change  in  grade  of 
site  will  have  to 
be  resolved  if 
site  to  be  developed 
for  use. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Sign  vandalized. 
Grass  in  need  of 
improvement . 


Site  Photograph  5 

Pickets  vandalized 
and  rusting. 


Site  Photograph  6 


Maintenance  access. 
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Nei^iboriicxxi:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Putnam  Scpjare 

Location:  Putnam,  White  and  Trenton  Streets 

Acreage:   0.27  A       Site  Type:  Square 


No. 


EB-16 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessment: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


5 


Putnam  Square  is  a  small  triangular  parcel  with 
two  trees  surrounded  by  a  concrete  sidewalk  and 
steel  picket  fence.  The   site  is  surrounded  by 
residences,  and  there  is  street  lighting  around 
the  square. 

Ihe  fence  is  in  good  condition  although  scane  of 
the  steel  pickets  have  been  bent,  rfost  of  the 
concrete  sidewalk  is  in  good  condition,  although 
there  are  small  areas  of  settlement  and  some 
cracking.  The  street  li<^ts  have  all  been 
vandalized  with  graffiti,  and  wires  have  been 
pulled  out  of  three  of  them. 

Putnam  Square  is  an  undeveloped  island  of  grass 
within  this  residential  block.  In  its  location 
it  has  the  potential  to  play  a  much  greater  role 
in  enhancing  the  visual  character  of  the 
neii^Tborhood.  As  a  place  to  be  viewed,  it  needs 
further  development  with  plantings.   If  it  is 
determined  that  there  is  a  need  for  more  active 
use  of  the  space,  the  moderate  slope  of  the  site 
will  need  to  be  addressed  in  any  develcpnent. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Rite  Name    -sot^^^^gM^  (t.NAYe«gia^')  -s<s?   Site^Type:^^v^4</€^ 
Location:   CHgi^SA  QT  ~  Acreage: .5  A 

F.T7fl1nflt.ion  Team:  ^f^  ^  ^tf 


SITE  NO. 


Weather  Conditions: 

1^.  g>7 ,^!^*^^ 


Evaluation  Date:    ^l^g>7 ,^^'^'^^.  ^    . r— r 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  /Sotwrn^^U  J^Agr7V  ^|2^^bii^ 
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p. 2 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  shows  MBTA  entrance 
and  bus  stops  on  either 
side.   One-way  traffic 
system  around  square. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Car  and  bus  traffic 
parking  and  access  to 
MBTA  make  this  a 
heavily  used  site. 


Site  Photographs 

Parking  on  either  side 
of  square  dominated 
site.   Use  of  space 
by  vendors  animates 
area. 


£7 

SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Tree  growth  inhibited 
by  small  size  of  tree 
pits.   Quality  of 
space  would  be  improved 
with  stronger  planting 
of  trees  and  less 
pavement . 


Site  Photograph  5 

End  of  site  by  Maverick 
Street  devoid  of  trees 
or  benches. 


Site  Photograph  6 

View  shows  pavement 
and  cars  dominating 
space. 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Scarmella  (Maverick)  Square 

Location:  Chelsea  Street  between  Sumner  and  Maverick  Streets 

Acreage:  .5  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Maverick  Square  is  a  very  long  and  narrow  paved  area  dividing  Chelsea  Street.  It 
appears  to  be  an  extension  of  the  Maverick  MBTA  station.  The  park  is  bordered 
along  its  two  longitudinal  sides  with  parking  areas  that  largely  screen  the  park, 
which  is  almost  entirely  paved  with  concrete,  except  for  tree  pits.  Two  staggered 
rows  of  benches  run  the  length  of  the  park,  and  pedestrian  lights  line  each  side. 
Commercial  and  transportation  uses  surround  the  square. 


Condition  Assessment: 


The  lights  are  all  in  good  condition.  The  condition  of  the  benches  varies  from 
good  to  poor.  The  concrete  paving  is  in  fair  condition.  The  trees  are  doing  very 
poorly.  Only  three  of  the  original  six  have  survived,  and  these  are  stunted. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


I 


Maverick  Square  is  surrounded  and  dominated  by  parked  and  moving  cars.  The 
space  is  bleak  and  minimally  designed.  It  appears  as  a  parking  lot  for  a  transit 
stop  rather  than  as  a  park.  The  tree  planting  detail  of  small  cutouts  in  a  large 
paved  area  puts  the  trees  under  great  stress,  as  is  evidenced  by  tree  loss  and 
stunted  growth.  Given  its  prominent  location  at  a  major  MBTA  station,  it  could 
offer  a  more  attractive,  hospitable  sight  to  commuters  and  passersby.  Planting 
should  be  a  major  focus  of  redesign,  implemented  in  such  a  way  that  trees  have  a 
supportive  environment  in  which  to  thrive.  A  more  richly  vegetated  square  would 
mitigate  the  negative  visual  impact  of  vehicles  on  this  square. 
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Nei^ibortiood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Scarmella  (Maverick)  Square 

Location:  Chelsea  Street  between  Sumner 

and  Maverick  Streets 
Acreage:   .5  A        Site  Type:  Square 


No. :  EB-17 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessment: 


V 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Maverick  Square  is  a  very  long  and  narrcw  paved 
area  dividing  Chelsea  Street.  It  appears  to  be 
an  extension  of  the  Maverick  MBIA  station.  The 
park  is  bounded  along  its  two  longitudinal  sides 
with  parldLng  which  largely  screens  the  park.  Ihe 
park  is  almost  entirely  paved  with  concrete 
except  for  tree  pits.  TVo  staggered  rows  of 
benches  run  the  length  of  the  park.  Pedestrian 
li^ts  line  each  side  of  the  park.  Commercial 
and  transportation  uses  surround  the  square. 

The  li^ts  are  all  in  good  condition.  The 
condition  of  the  benches  varies  frcsn  good  to 
poor.  Ihe  concrete  paving  is  in  fair  condition. 
The  trees  are  doing  very  poorly.  Only  three  of 
the  original  six  have  survived  and  they  are 
stunted. 

Maverick  Square  is  surrounded  and  dominated  by 
parked  and  moving  cars.  The  space  is  bleak  and 
minimally  designed.  It  appears  as  a  parking  lot 
for  a  transit  step  rather  than  as  a  park.  The 
tree  planting  detail  of  small  cutouts  in  a  large 
paved  area  puts  the  trees  under  great  stress,  as 
is  evidenced  by  tree  loss  and  stunted  growth. 
Given  its  prominent  location  at  a  major  MBTA 
station,  it  could  offer  an  attractive,  hospitable 
greeting  to  ccaranuters  and  steppers.  Planting 
should  be  a  major  focus  of  redesign,  inplemented 
in  such  a  way  that  trees  have  a  supportive 
environment  in  v^ch  to  thrive.  A  more  richly 
vegetated  square  would  mitigate  the  visual  itipact 
of  vehicles  on  this  square. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 

PARK  EVALUATION  \^ 

,  Neighborhood:  e/Khr  ^o^rou  ^^^e  no. 

Site  Name;  CoMtxpr^-  snzBer  s^a.cm     Site  Type:  U(Ab^M-^lAii.U 

Location:  COMpa^    5f|^^1 Acreage:    g.^  A 

Evaluation  Team:^^^  ^  f^tt^ 


Evaluation  Date:  ^^g  ■  &7  ^t^ 


Weather  Conditions: 


Surrounding  Land  Uses : ^\s^ia^  K\^r€^  J\ \aM5^^M^  ,  K^Ld^ydi^ U 
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Site  Plan 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  ^A^T  B>o^-ro}J 
Site  Name;  CoMoof^  STtzebt  iseacm 
Location:  coMoa^- 


SITE  NO 

Site  Type:  [Ji^b^^vA^Wi/U 

Acreage:     g-^  A 

Weather  Conditions: 


Evaluation  Team:  ^1^  ^  f^tT" 
Evaluation  Date:  ^-^g  ■  &y ^iv^vvm 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:(^>^b/^^  Rlv^^^v^  JltA^u?l>v^^^ 


Site  Plan 


SHIPPING  CHANNEL 


GRANITE  BLOCK/CONCRETE  SEAWALL 


SCALE 

0     50  100         200 
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p. 2 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Sign  (with  bullet 
holes)  and  recent 
tree  planting  behind. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  of  industrial 
area  to  east. 


Site  Photographs 

Edge  of  dumping  along 
waterfront . 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Wash  up  of  debris  on 
beach. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Dumping  and  evidence  of 
fire. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Dumping  of  trash  and 
weed  tree  growth 
along  Condor  Street. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  7 

1 .  Commercial  shipping 
lane. 

2.  Structurally  sound 
seawall  (granite  block) 
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Neighborhood:  East  Boston 
Site  Name:  Condor  Street  Beach 
Location:  Condor  Street 
Acreage:  8.9  A 
Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


Site  Description: 


Condor  Street  Beach  is  a  large,  former  industrial  port  area  adjacent  to  Chelsea 
Creek  on  Condor  Street  Stone  and  concrete  seawalls,  old  barges  full  of  rubble 
and  small  stretches  of  gravel  and  beach  rubble  line  the  water's  edge.  A  cobble- 
stone wall  abuts  Condor  Street  along  half  of  its  frontage.  East  of  the  wall  are  flat 
areas  interspersed  with  piles  of  concrete,  building  debris  and  trash.  The  site  is 
surrounded  by  industrial  and  residential  land  uses. 


Major  site  Issues: 


Condor  Street  Beach  is  an  extremely  disturbed  site  and  would  benefit  from 
regrading  and  trash  removal  or  burial.  Spreading  topsoil  to  establish  grass  and 
scattered  trees  should  be  considered  as  a  means  of  creating  a  more  natural  park- 
like environment  along  the  river. 
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Nei(^Tboriiood:  East  Boston 
Site  Name:  Condor  Street  Beach 
Location:  Condor  Street 
Acreage:   8.9  A        Site  Type: 


Urban  Wild 


No. 


EB-36 


Site  Description: 


Condor  Street  Beach  is  a  large  former  industrial 
port  area  adjacent  to  Chelsea  Creek  on  Condor 
Street.  Stone  and  concrete  seawalls,  old  barges 
full  of  rubble  and  small  stretches  of  gravel  and 
ruttole  beach  line  the  water's  edge.  A 
cctblestone  wall  abuts  Condor  Street  along  half 
of  its  frontage.  East  of  the  wall  are  flat  areas 
interspersed  with  piles  of  concrete,  building 
debris  and  trash.  The  site  is  surrounded  by 
industrial  and  residential  uses. 


Major  site  Issues: 


J 


Condor  Street  Beach  is  an  extremely  disturbed 
site  and  would  benefit  from  re-grading  and  trash 
removal  or  burial.  Spreading  tcpsoil  to 
establish  grass  and  scattered  trees  should  be 
considered  as  a  means  of  creating  a  more  naturcil 
park-like  environment  along  the  river. 
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site  name 


Condor  Street  Beach 


district 


East  Boston 


address 


Condor  Street 


ownership  -«i"£-r  ^  i   elevation 

N.England  Telephone  4  Telegraph     388,255  sq.  ft.  low  pt.  -  5 
Boston  Sand  &  Gravel.  Francis  P.  Rich  8.9  acres     high  pt.  -  42' 


zoning 

M-1,  W-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


A  salt  water  gravel  beach  and  a  vacant  lot. 


2.  Visual  chvactariftic*: 

Scenic  views  of- Chelsea  River,  Chelsea,  Orient  Heights,  and  marine- 
related  activity.  The  beach  Is  not  visible  from  the  sidewalk  because 
of  a  five  foot  high  granite  wall. 

3.  Oivarsity  within  sita: 

Shoreline,  gravel  beach,  vacant  lot. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

sacoiM^ary 

tertiary 


An  accessible  portion  of  shoreline  of  the  Chelsea  River. 

Polluted  beach  and  dumping  site.  Old  barges  docked  at  the  eastern 

end  of  the  beach. 
Scenic  views  of  marine  activity  along  the  Chelsea  River  and  Chelsea 
— shoreline. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


6.  Accessibility: 


The  area  is  primarily  industrial  with  heavily-used  roads.  A 
residential  area  and  a  park  border  the  site  to  the  south. 


Directly  accessible  from  Condor  Street.  A  granite  wall  prohibits 
access  to  the  beach. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor.  Heavy  dumping  takes  place  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  site. 
The  beach  and  the  water  are  heavily  polluted. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Pressure  has  been  exerted  to  fill  the  area  and  develop  it  as  an 
industrial  facility. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


One  of  the  last  stretches  of  undeveloped  shoreline  along  the  Chelsea 
River  in  Boston. 


3.  Data  surveyed: 
Commenti: 


October.  1974 

Due  to  the  proximity  of  residences  and  parkland  this  site  should  be 
considered  for  recreational  uses.  The  site  should  be  considered  as 
an  extension  of  the  adjacent  recreational  facility. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


Engineers  and  Environmental  Scientists 


235  West  Central  Street,  Natick,  Massachusetts  01760    (617)  651-3401 


June    1,    1987 


Ms.  Elizabeth  Vizza 
The  Halvorson  Company,  Inc. 
161  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA   02115-3050 

Re:   Chelsea  Creek  Area  Urban  Wild 
East  Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Ms.  Vizza: 

Enclosed  please  find  several  pictures  and  your  copy  of  the  site 
sketch  which  have  been  marked  to  provide  visual  clarification 
of  the  banks  associated  with  the  Chelsea  Creek  area  (the  Area) 
in  East  Boston.   Per  your  request,  we  have  inspected  the  Area 
and  offer  the  following  observations. 

The  Area  is  relatively  level  lying  at  an  elevation  of 
approximately  5  to  7  feet  National  Geodetic  Vertical  Datum 
(NGVDX.-   The  border  of  the  Area  at  the  Chelsea  River  is  marked 
by  steep  banks  created  by  natural  erosion  and/or  the 
installation  of  seawall  structures.   The  Area  appears  to  have 
been  used  as  a  shipping  dock  in  the  past.   Soils  in  the  area 
appear  to  consist  of  fill  materials. 

The  banks  of  the  Area  were  inspected  to  determine  the 
effectiveness  and  integrity  of  the  existing  seawall  structures 
and  to  access  potential  for  further  erosion  of  the  Area  soils. 
The  seawall  structures  on  the  eastern  and  western  banks  of  the 
portion  of  the  Area  which  juts  into  the  Chelsea  River  consist 
of  block  granite,  stone  and  concrete  slab.   The  banks  in  these 
portions  of  the  Area  appear  to  be  in  good  repair  and  do  not 
appear  to  be  eroding  to  any  large  extent.   The  remainder  of  the 
banks  in  the  area  are  either  uncontainered,  or  contained  with 
failing  wooden  structures.   The  erosion  of  the  bank  is 
extensive  in  these  areas.   This  erosion  of  the  banks  will 
presumably  proceed  unchecked  without  adequate  protection 
thereby  rendering  these  portions  of  the  area  unstable.   It  is 
also  presumed  that  sediments  eroded  from  the  banks  will 
eventually  migrate  to  the  deeper  Chelsea  River  channel  which  is 
used  for  commercial  shipping  traffic. 

The  current  and  future  uses  of  the  Area  are  unclear.  The  Area 
does  not  appear  to  serve  as  a  residential  park  even  though  /^"^"ll^^^TT/T^ 
there  have  been  obvious  attempts  to  develop  it  as  such.  The  /yi^  A^  '^ 
highly  commercialized  and  industrial  nature  of  the  sur round i^bgpp(^\iCn^ 
properties  on  Chelsea  River  and  Condor  Street,  the  extensivj0^  m  o  1987 
fill  materials  already  installed  in  the  area  and  the  selectl^d'^^  '^ 
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development  of  bank  retaining  seawalls  suggests  that  its 
designation  as  an  Urban  Wild  may  be  inappropriate.   The 
residential  nature  of  the  East  Boston  properties  to  the  south 
indicate  that  the  Area  could  serve  as  an  effective  park, 
coordinated  with  the  uses  of  the  Chelsea  River  and  the  American 
Legion  Playground. 

To  develop  the  area  as  a  useful  park,  the  eroding  banks  of  the 
Chelsea  River  should  be  stablized.   The  stabilization  of  the 
banks  would  not  appear  to  adversely  effect  the  tidal 
marshes/wetlands  nature  of  the  area.   It  would  prevent  the 
further  erosion  of  the  area  banks  and  the  eventual  deposition 
of  these  sediments  in  the  Chelsea  River  shipping  channel.   The 
installation  of  granite  block,  stone  and  coarse  gravel  would 
most  likely  provide  adequate  support  in  stabilizing  these  banks 
since  they  do  not  appear  to  be  exposed  to  violent  tidal  and/or 
wave  erosion  elements. 

There  are  a  number  of  State  and  Federal  permitting  requirements 
which  would  have  to  be  obtained  prior  to  developing  the  Area 
due  to  its  location  on  the  Chelsea  River  and  proximity  to 
Boston  Harbor.   It  is  presumed  that  permits  from  the  following 
agencies  would  be  required  prior  to  the  construction  of  the 
seawalls  and  development  of  the  Area. 

1.  Boston  Conservation  Commission 

2.  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Quality 

Engineering 

3.  United  States  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

4.  Coastal  Zone  Management 

The  above  recommendation  on  the  stabilization  of  the  banks  of 
the  Chelsea  Creek  Area  and  its  potential  development  and/or 
uses  is  based  on  a  brief  site  inspection  and  neighboring 
property  observations.   A  structural  engineer  should  be 
consulted  to  provide  design  criteria  for  the  block,  granite 
stone  and  coarse  gravel  seawalls. 


Please  contact  me  if  you  have  any  questions 
Very  truly  yours. 


Richard  D.  Mansfielc 

Project  Environmental  Engineer 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  EA6T  &D6T0M 

Site  Name;  CQi^OD^  er^^sr  q.l.        Site  Type:0^b^w\  IxjiU 

Location:    ^oi^oofz- ^  Bcr.\:^^  ^t^      Acreage:    lO-^A^ 


Evaluation  Team:^1^  ^  ^^ 
Evaluation  Date:  ^■^'  by 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^^^^^iMvtb^L .  ^^-h^/bg^u  ,1^\aa 


Weather  Conditions: 
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Site  Photograph  1 

Industrial  wharf 
along   east    edge   of 
site. 
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Site  Photograph  2 

Washed  up  and  dumped 
trash  along  shoreline. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Fenceline  pulled 
down  along  edge  of 
sidewalk  at  top  of 
wall. 


(  ) 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

View  along  southern 
edge  of  site. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Looking  back  towards 
Border  Street 


Site  Photograph  6 

View  along  western 
edge  of  property. 


Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Condor  Street  Overlook 

Location:  Condor  and  Border  Streets 

Acreage:  10.4  A 

Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


Site  Description: 


Condor  Street  Overlook  is  a  very  small  triangular  area  formed  by  the  comer  of 
Condor  and  Border  Streets  and  by  a  high  granite  seawall.  The  majority  of  the 
acreage  identified  on  the  city  map  of  the  site  is  under  Boston  Harbor.  The  dry 
land  is  weed-covered  and  has  a  chain-link  fence  that  has  been  torn  down.  Below 
the  seawall  is  a  small  gravel  beach  covered  with  debris  and  with  remains  of  old 
wharfs  and  barges.  A  steep  rubble  embankment  leads  up  to  a  gasoline  station. 
The  site  affords  distant  views  of  the  Chelsea  waterfront  and  the  Mystic  River. 
Residential  and  industrial  land  uses  surround  the  site. 


Condition  Assessment: 


The  seawall  and  gxiard  rail  are  in  good  condition.  The  fence  is  unusable.  The 
bituminous  concrete  sidewalk  is  in  poor  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Condor  Street  Overlook  could  be  developed  into  a  very  nice,  small,pedestrian 
overlook  along  the  harbor  with  the  addition  of  some  paving,  benches  and  shore 
varieties  of  trees  and  shrubs.  A  steel  picket  fence  could  more  attractively  respond 
to  the  necessary  safety  requirement.  There  is  a  long  rectangular  quarter-acre  lot 
opposite  this  site  which  might  well  serve  for  active  play  and  a  small  sitting  area. 


(/ 


Nei^±orticx3d:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Condor  Street  Overlook 

Location:  Condor  and  Border  Streets 

Acreage:  10.4  A        Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


No.  EB-37 


Site  Description: 


Condor  Street  Overlook  is  a  very  small  triangular 
area  formed  by  the  comer  of  Condor  and  Border 
Streets  and  by  a  high  granite  seawall.  Ihe 
majority  of  the  acreage  identified  on  the  City 
map  of  the  site  is  under  Boston  Harbor.  Ihe  dry 
land  is  weed  covered  and  has  a  chain  link  fence 
that  has  been  torn  down.  Belcw  the  seawcill  is  a 
small  gravel  beach  covered  with  debris  and  with 
remains  of  old  vAiarfs  and  barges.  A  steep  ruttole 
embankment  leads  up  to  a  gasoline  station.  The 
site  affords  distant  views  of  the  Chelsea 
waterfront  and  the  Mystic  River.  Residential  and 
industriaJ.  uses  surround  the  site. 


condition  Assessment: 


The  seawall  and  guard  rail  aire  in  good 
condition.  Ihe  fence  is  unusable.  The 
bituminous  concrete  sidewalk  is  in  poor 
condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Condor  Street  Overlook  could  be  developed  into  a 
very  nice  small  pedestrian  overlook  along  the 
Harbor  with  the  addition  of  scmne  paving,  benches 
and  shore  varieties  of  trees  and  shrubs.  A  steel 
picket  fence  could  more  attractively  respond  to 
the  necessary  safety  requirement.  There  is  a 
long  rectangular  quarter-acre  lot  c^posite  this 
site  which  might  well  serve  for  active  play  and  a 
small  sitting  area,  and  should  be  investigated 
for  possible  purchase. 
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^^HTnumber 


site  name  district 

Condor  Street  Overlook   East  Boston 


address 

Border  Street 


1 


ownership 

Taylor,  Woodrow,  Blitman 
Construction  Co.    


.,.-.    X'JiX  j:^  ,     elevation  zoning 

453,000  sq.  ft.   low  pt.  -  sea  level 

10.4  acres high  pt.-  15'        W-2 


1.  Natural  characttriitics: 


A  total  mudflat  with  a  15'  high  man-made  granite  sea  wall. 


2.  Visual  charactarittics: 


The  site  offers  scenic  views  of  river-related  activity  Including 
the  Chelsea  shipyards. 


3.  Oivtnity  within  sita: 

Primarily  a  gravel  covered  vacant  lot,  with  portions  of  tidal  flat, 
and  a  sea  wall. 


4.  Chafactariities: 
primaiY 

sacondary 

tartiary 


Tidal  mudflats  and  submerged  barges. 

Scenic  overlook  of  Mystic  River  and  Chelsea  River. 

Old  sea  walls. 


5.  Surroundirtg  anvironmant: 


A  gas  station  to  the  east,  old  barges  to  the  north,  East  Boston 
housing  development  to  the  south,  and  Harbor  to  the  west. 


6.  Accauibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Condor  and  Border  Streets. 


7.  Condition  of  sita: 

Poor.  The  granite  seawall  is  in  excellent  condition.  There  is 
a  deteriorating  chainlink  fence  on  top  of  it.  Gravel  and  scrub 
growth  cover  the  area  at  the  street  level. 


8.  Potential  davalopmant: 


High. 


9.  Significance  of  tita: 


An  important  visual  easement  for  Border  and  Condor  Streets, 


0.  Data  surveyed: 
Cornnsantt* 


October,  1976 

Serves  as  an  Important  overlook  for  the  adjacent  and  nearby 
residents. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  gA^r  ^o^roh^ 

Site  Name;  ^^upe'M  -6TAifz-±> 

Location:  yjes^TEP^  t  N^j^^c^iUtw^    Acreage:    o/c^  A 

Evaluation  Team:  ^f^  ^  l^tT 


Site  Type: 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Date:    ^  1^?.  ^7 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^i2^iA^^ih^\ 


Weather  Conditions: 


Site  Plan 
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View  of  steep 
embankment . 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 


Site  Photograph  2 

Retaining  wall  failing, 
Dumping  of  trash. 


Site  Photograph  3 

View  up  stairs  -  shows 
timber  steps  built  on 
top  of  concrete  steps. 
Trash  dumped  to  left 
of  steps.   Trees  need 
thinning  out. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

View  down  steps.   Space 
along  right  of  steps 
a  trap  for  trash  and 
debris. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Seating  oriented 
towards  view  of  Boston 
Harbor.   Walkway 
responding  to  circula- 
tion pattern.   Blue 
Spruce  tree  to  right 
an  unfortunate  choice  - 
obscures  view  of  harbor. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Shrubs  thriving  along 
back  edge  of  space. 
Neighborhood  members 
reportedly  planting 
and  maintaining  site. 


^^ 


Neighborhood:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Golden  Stairs 

Location:  Webster  and  Marginal  Streets 

Acreage:  0.16  A 

Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


Site  Description: 


Golden  Stairs  is  located  on  Marginal  Street  in  a  very  steeply  sloping  area  of  East 
Boston,  offering  magnificent  views  to  the  west  of  Boston  Harbor  and  downtown. 
The  site  consists  of  two  areas.  The  top  half  is  a  gently  sloping  terrace  with  grass, 
concrete  walks,  seating  and  plantings.  Below  a  high  concrete  wall  is  a  steep 
embankment  A  series  of  stairs  (timber  steps  built  over  concrete  steps)  is  located 
on  the  western  edge  of  the  park.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessment: 


The  benches  and  concrete  walks  are  in  good  condition.  Most  of  the  lights  are  in 
good  condition,  with  the  exception  of  two  which  are  badly  vandalized.  The 
original  concrete  steps  are  in  very  deteriorated  condition.  The  solution  of 
overlaying  these  with  wooden  steps  is  a  temporary  one  and  the  concrete  steps 
should  be  rebuilt.  Much  of  the  retaining  wall  has  failed  and  requires  rebuilding. 
The  plantings  are  all  in  good  condition,  but  require  maintenance.  The  lawn  is 
worn  in  many  places. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Repair  and  reconstruction  of  the  retaining  wall  and  stairs  are  the  priority  improve- 
ments for  Golden  Stairs.  The  lower  half  of  the  site  is  undeveloped  and  appears 
like  an  abandoned  lot.  Trash  and  other  debris  need  to  be  removed,  and  grass  and 
low-growing  plantings  need  to  be  installed  along  the  slope  to  give  this  area  a 
park-like  appearance. 

Shrubs  along  the  back  edge  of  the  space  are  thriving,  and  the  site's  path  appears  to 
respond  well  to  circulation  needs.  The  use  of  blue  spruce  on  the  site  is  unfortu- 
nate, since  it  obscures  the  view  of  the  harbor. 


VI-24 
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Neic^Tborhcxxi:  East  Boston 

Site  Name:  Golden  Stairs 

liocation:  Webster  cind  Marginal  Streets 

Acreage:   0.16  A       Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


No. :  EB-39 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessment: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Golden  Stairs  is  located  on  Marginal  Street  in  a 
very  steeply  sloping  area  of  East  Boston  offering 
magnificent  views  to  the  west  Boston  Harbor  and 
downtown.  The  site  consists  of  two  areas.  The 
tcp  half  is  a  gently  sloping  terrace  with  grass, 
concrete  walks,  seating  and  plantings.  Belcw  a 
hi^  concrete  wall  is  a  ste^  embankment.  A 
series  of  stairs,  timber  steps  built  over 
concrete  steps,  are   located  on  the  western  edge 
of  the  park.  Surrounding  land  uses  are 
residential . 

The  benches  and  concrete  walks  are  in  good 
condition.  Most  of  the  li^ts  are  in  good 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  two  v*iich  are 
badly  vandalized.  The  original  concrete  steps 
cire  in  very  deteriorated  condition.  The  solution 
of  overlaying  these  with  wooden  st^>s  is  a 
terrporary  one  and  the  concrete  st^js  should  be 
rebuilt.  Much  of  the  retaining  wall  has  failed 
and  requires  rebuilding.  The  plantings  are  all 
in  good  condition,  but  irequire  maintenance.  The 
lawn  is  worn  in  many  places. 

Repair  and  reconstruction  of  the  retaining  wall 
and  stairs  are  the  priority  inprovements  for 
Golden  Stairs.  The  lower  half  of  the  site  is 
undeveloped  and  appears  like  an  abandoned  lot. 
Trash  and  other  debris  need  to  be  removed  and 
grass  and  Icw-grcwing  plantings  installed  along 
the  slc^je  to  give  this  area  a  park-like 
appearance. 

The  ujper  park  area  seems  to  have  been  maintained 
by  a  neighborhood  groi:?).  Shrubs  along  the  back 
edge  of  the  space  are  thriving,  and  the  site's 
path  appears  to  respond  well  to  circulation 
needs.  The  use  of  Blue  Spruce  on  the  site  is 
unfortunate,  since  it  ctoscures  the  view  of  the 
Harbor. 


number 


site  name 


'Golden  Stairs" 


district 


East  Boston 


address 


•ii9U 


Ida,  Brigham 
&  Ruth  Streets 


ownership 

City  of  Boston  Real 
Property  Department 


size 
7.272  sq.ft. 
.16  acres 


,       elevation    ^^, 

low  pt.    -  20' 
high  pt."  64' 


zoning 

M-2,   H-I 


V  Natural  charactaristici: 


An  empty  lot  with  scrub  growth  and  a  steeply  sloping  eroded 
embankment. 


2.  Vinial  characteristics: 

Scenic  views  of  Boston  Harbor  and  the  Boston  skyline  from  the 
vacant  lot  and  the  adjoining  street. 

3.  OWersity  within  sita: 


Primarily  a  vacant  lot. 


4.  Charactaristics: 
primary 

tacondary 

tartiary 


Scenic  views  of  Boston  Harbor  and  the  downtown  Boston  skyline. 

Historic  cobblestone  street  and  granite  stairs. 

Vacant  lot  on  southern  part  of  site,  this  land  was  part  of  the 
original  land  area  of  East  Boston  (Noodles  Island). 


5.  Surrounding  environmant; 

Historic  Brophy  Park  can  be -seen  to  the  north.  Residential  areas 
are  on  three  sides.  Mass  Port  property  is  to  the  south  separated 
by  Marginal  Road. 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Marginal  Road  and  Webster  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  sita: 

The  cobble  street  is  in  good  condition  but  the  granite  stairs  are 
in  poor  condition.  The  vacant  lot  has  been  used  for  dumping. 


8.  PotanttaJ  davaiopmant: 


9.  SignificarKB  of  sita: 


0.  Data  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  site  has  been  recommended  for  a  park  by  the  East  Boston  Land 
Use  Committee. 


Overlooks  Boston  Harbor  and  offers  significant  views. 

October,  1974 

The  site  can  become  an  important  park  for  the  neighborhood. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
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Neighborhood:  gA^r  ^o^roi^ 
Site  Name;  ^(^upgM  ^Tai>2-±> 
Location:   VJBsere^z,  t  aaai2-6^inj/m-    Acreage:    o-iu  f\ 

Evaluation  Teani:^f^  '^  f:^tt~ 


Site  Type: 


SITE  NC 


Evaluation  Date:    ^  1^^  ^7 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^g^^i/l^^vuttgrt 


Weather  Conditions: 
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Engineers  and  Environmental  Scientists 


235  West  Central  Street,  Matick,  Massachusetts  01760    (617)  651-3401 


May    29,     1987 


Ms.  Elizabeth  Vizza 
The  Halvorson  Company,  Inc. 
161  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA   02115-3050 

Re:   Golden  Stairs  Park 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts 


Dear  Ms .  Vizza : 

Enclosed  please  find  severa 
sketch,  which  have  been  mar 
of  the  concrete  stairs  and 
Golden  Stairs  Park  (the  Par 
pedestrian  pathway  connecti 
East  Boston  near  Boston's  I 
oriented  in  a  north/south  d 
located  at  approximately  60 
Datum  (NGVD)  and  the  southe 
10  feet  NGVD.  The  Park  is 
NGVD  to  the  west  of  the  sta 
be  approximately  10  feet  in 
approximately  40  feet  NGVD 


1  pictures 
ked  to  prov 
retaining  w 
k) .  The  St 
ng  Webster 
nner  Harbor 
irection  wi 

feet  Natio 
rn  portion 
located  at 
irs.   The  r 

height  wit 
where  intac 


and  your  copy  of  the  site 
ide  visual  clarification 
all  associated  with  the 
airs  comprise  a 
and  Marginal  Streets  in 

The  stairs  are 
th  the  northern  portion 
nal  Geodetic  Vertical 
located  at  approximately 
approximately  40  feet 
etaining  wall  appears  to 
h  the  top  of  the  wall  at 
t. 


The  stairs  appear  t 
steps  and  slabs  ins 
underlying  grade  ma 
percent  of  the  cone 
unsound  due  to  crac 
deterioration.  The 
foundation  material 
The  concrete  and  th 
long-term  structura 
connecting  pedestri 


0  have  been  constructed  of  precast  concrete 
tailed  on-grade.   The  condition  of  the 
terials  is  unknown.   Approximately  70  to  80 
rete  steps  and  slabs  are  structurally 
king,  movement  and  weather-related 

concrete  steps  are  currently  serving  as 
s  for  a  wooden  replacement  stair  system, 
e  wooden  stairs  do  not  appear  to  serve  the 

1  and  aesthetic  needs  of  the  Park  nor  the 
an  pathway. 


The  retaining  wall,  located  just  south  of  the  Park,  has  failed 
and  is  structurally  unsound  from  the  stair  area  approximately 
75  feet  in  a  western  direction.  Portions  of  the  retaining  wall 
are  currently  supported  by  two  large  utility  poles  extending  to 
Marginal  Street.  The  failure  of  this  retaining  wall  represents 
a  significant  and  eminent  threat  to  the  Park  and  roadway  at  the 
top  of  the  retaining  wall.  The  continued  failure  of  this  wa 
and  the  erosion  of  the  soils  and  roadway  above  it  are 
inevitable  unless  repairs  are  undertaken.  /^ 


h^meers  and  EniiTonmenml  Sciencisrs 


Page  Two 

Ms.  Elizabeth  Vizza 

May  29,  19  87 


It  was  clear  during  the  Park  inspection  that  the  retaining  wall 
and  concrete  steps  serve  significant  structural  and  access 
related  purposes.   It  is  also  evident  that  the  concrete  steps 
and  retaining  wall  are  structurally  unsound  and  are  in  need  of 
repair  and/or  replacement.   The  following  recommendations  may 
be  made  in  order  to  adequately  restore  the  integrity  of  the 
concrete  wall  and  steps. 


Concrete  Stairs 

1.  Remove  the  old  concrete  steps  and  slab  walkways  and  grade 
and  prepare  the  underlying  areas  with  crushed,  compacted 
gravel.  ^ 

2.  Install  poured  concrete  footings  and  slab  walkways  and 
commercially  available  precast  concrete  stair  systems. 


Retaining  Wall 

1.  Excavate  areas  of  the  failed  concrete  wall  to  a  depth 
consistent  with  existing  wall  currently  intact. 

2.  Replace  and/or  install  downgradient  from  the  wall  an 
interlocking  precast  retaining  wall  assembly  anchored  to 
portions  of  the  intact  retaining  wall. 

3.  Backfill  the  retaining  wall  with  excavated  materials  and 
clean,  well-graded  fill. 

The  above  recommendations  are  based  on  a  brief  site 

inspection.   A  structural  engineer  should  be  consulted  to  fullv 

assess  the  condition  of  the  concrete  steps  and  retaining  wau!"^ 

Please  contact  me  if  you  have  any  questions. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Richard  D.  Mansfield 

Project  Environmental  Engineer 

RDM/dac/1214H 
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Site  Photograph  7 

1.  Retaining  wall 
structurally  unsound. 

No  weep   holes    installed. 
Will   create   problem  when 
fails   completely. 

2.  Bank   eroding  where  wall 
was   previously   instaJJed, 
now  failed. 

Msmsixm^saatE 

^'■■■■h-^f.^^    .>>*^S?A. 

Site  Photograph  8 

1.  Golden  Stairs  Park. 

2.  Area  of  bank  where  wall 
has  been  eroded  away 
and  destroyed. 

3.  Area  of  wall  beginning 
to  pull  away  from  road. 
Road  will  fail  event- 
ually. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Original  precast  stairs 
crumbled  and 
structurally  unsound. 


e.. 
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Site  Photograph  10 

1.  Precast  concrete  stairs. 

2.  75%  +  broken  and 
structurally  unsound. 


Site  Photograph 
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